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                  Gifts 

These are unprecedented times, and understandably many of us are 
concerned or fearful for ourselves and others.  
 
It was a painful and difficult decision for the Church of England to suspend 
all services and activities at a time when people are feeling so isolated and 
comfortless.   
 
What’s clear is that this is a new season for us all - as individuals; as a 
nation and as a Church. And while recognising that alongside all that we 
have lost and stand to lose, this season is not without its gifts.   
 
Most of us will now have more of that precious gift called time. Hopefully 
we will devote some of that gift to deliberate acts of kindness; running 
errands for the housebound; keeping in touch (via calls or texts) with the 
loved and the lonely; leaving gifts on doorsteps; picking up discarded dog-
poo bags or rubbish on your daily walks or dog-walks!  
 
If we live with others or in families, perhaps we can find ways of making 
our times together more memorable; more meaningful.  
 
We also have the gift of clearances. In the space of just one day, my diary 
emptied. Poet Priest John O’Donoghue once spoke of making clearances in 
our lives so we can ‘see the shape of our hungers, and the shape of our 
souls’. We have already seen how these times have surfaced both the very 
best and the very worst in us. This is a time to look within, to examine our 
motivations; to ask ourselves who we really are when everything else is 
stripped away. It’s also an opportunity to ask ‘How will I grow through 
this… in faith, in hope, in love, in kindness?’ 
 



  

And for those who pray, we can use these clearances to connect on a 
deeper level not only with others, but also with our God.   
 
God doesn’t cause or send viruses. He does however give strength and 
comfort within them. Through prayer, He can kindle a grace that can 
sustain us now and in the uncertainty to come.   
 
We will get through this, and my prayer is that we will be changed; that we 
will be kinder; that we will have gained a new depth of faith and a new 
appreciation of what is really important.  
 
So, til our paths cross again; God bless you and keep you; the Lord make 
his face to shine upon you. And may you know the gifts of this new season. 
Keep safe, stay well, God bless, Namaste. Alan 
 

                                                       
 

Registers:                         

Funeral 
 

  6th March - Olive Mary Colson (20.12.1930 – 14.2.2020) 
Born in Plymouth, Olive was the mother of three children, Roderick, Louise 
and our own Helen Bishop. Born in Plymouth she married David, a Royal 
Navy Officer, and lived in the same house in Emsworth for 60 years. They 
were married for 64 years and were frequent visitors to Hertingfordbury to 
see Helen and the family and always love attending our services at St 
Mary’s. Due to ill health she spent the last few weeks of her life in care in 
the area. She will be much missed by all her family and friends. 



  

                                       
In light of the Government guidance around non-essential contact, the  
Archbishops of Canterbury and York have issued advice that public 
worship is suspended until further notice.  

 
St Mary’s open as usual  
St Mary’s church building will remain open during daylight hours for 
personal prayer, solace and reflection. We will ensure that there are some 
suggestions for prayer available for anyone who would appreciate that.  
 

 
Wisdom for these times    
Father James Martin has posted some wise advice during these confusing 
and frightening times.  
Resist panic – ‘Panic and fear are not from God. Calm and hope are. Don’t 
lend credence to lies or rumours, or give in to panic. Trust what medical 
experts tell you, not those who fearmonger. Listen to the voice of calm; 
the voice of Christ which says ‘do not be afraid’   
You may want to restrict your use of social media to avoid any unnecessary 
misinformation which may fuel that panic. focus on trusted sources of 
information.  
Do not demonise – We’ve perhaps heard of shameful examples of people 
being scapegoated. This virus is no-one’s fault. ‘Many things have been 
cancelled due to the Coronavirus. Love is not one of them’   
Care for the sick – ‘Do what you can to help others, especially the elderly, 
disabled, poor and isolated’ while taking the appropriate precautions.  
Pray – ‘Remember that a Church is not a building – it is a community’ 
Prayer connects us to one another and to God. It can transform panic, and 
fear and selfishness. Prayer changes us, and through us, changes the world 
around us. Please see elsewhere in the magazine and on our website for 
ideas of how we can pray during these times.   
Trust that God is with you – ‘Jesus understands all the fears and worries 
that you have. Jesus understands you. We will move through this together 
with God’s help’  



  

Praying at Home 
 
At this time when we are unable to go to church services, many of us 
might like to more regularly pray at home, either alone or with those we 
live with. It definitely helps to have a structure so I can recommend the 
following: 
 

• Church of England Daily Prayer – available via the website and also 

through a very convenient app. It includes morning, evening and 

night prayer (compline) each day including the readings and has links 

to prayers and other useful extras. It is free to use, but cost £2.99 if 

you should want off line access. 

 

• Church of England Time to Pray is another free app which gives a 

more flexible approach to prayer throughout the day. As it’s new, I 

haven’t used it yet so look forward to any feedback. 

 
 

• Northumbria Daily Prayer – this is available via a webpage and is 

updated daily. It is much less formal (and shorter) than the Church of 

England versions. I do add in the Lord’s Prayer as a minimum. 

 

• If you prefer something less wordy then I recommend the website 

ignationspirituality.com. The backbone of this is the Examen – a time 

of prayer with space to offer God all our hopes and concerns. 

Prayasyougo is an app that offers this form of prayer.  

 

If you have another favourite method of prayer or find something helpful 
to others (or to me!), do get in touch so we can share it. 
 
Rev Wendy Sellers Curate  

 



  

 

                                                     
 

‘It is better to light a candle than curse the darkness’ 
During these days of uncertainty and isolation, we’d encourage you all to light a 
candle each evening around 7pm and, if possible, to place it in a window as a 
sign of solidarity and hope in the darkness. For those who pray, we’d also like to 
suggest that you say these daily prayers at the same time, as a way of staying 
connected to one another through Christ.  
 

Daily Prayers  
God, God the Maker:                                                                                                                                    
Maker of colour, sound, texture, quietness and the restless beauty in living 
things; we bless You 
God, God the Maker:                                                                                                                                    
Maker of granite and mustard seed; of grey cloud and starlight, of thunder and 
heartbeat; we bless you.    
God, God the Maker:                                                                                                                                      
Maker of all that is unseen, of all that has been, of all that words could never 
capture; we bless you.    
God, God the Maker: we, the children of your love, the creatures of your 
kindness, the guardians of your creation bless you. 
We bless You for your making, your trusting, your loving, your neve- ending 
goodness. Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Calm us O Lord as you stilled the storm. Still us O Lord; keep us from harm. Let 
all the tumult within us cease. Enfold us O Lord in your peace. 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen   

 



  

 

 

All that I am Lord - I place into your hands 

Everything I work for- I place into your hands 

Everything I hope for- I place into your hands 

The troubles that weary me- I place into your hands 

The thoughts that disturb me- I place into your hands 

Each that I pray for- I place into your hands 

                 Each that I care for- I place into your hands      

                 The choices I make- I place into your hands      

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

                                                  
 
A Prayer for all those suffering with Coronavirus, affected 

by it and our caring Community 
 

Keep us, good Lord, 
Under the shadow of your mercy, 
Sustain and support the anxious, 

Be with those who care for the sick, 
And lift up all those who are brought low; 

That we may find comfort 
Knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

In Christ Jesus our Lord 
Amen 



  

                                      
Lockdown 
Yes there is fear.                                                                                                                                 
Yes there is isolation                                                                                                                                       
Yes there is panic buying                                                                                                                     
Yes there is sickness                                                                                                                              
Yes there is even death.  
But…                                                                                                                                                                    
They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise                                                                 
You can hear the birds again.                                                                                                            
They say that after just a few weeks of quiet                                                                               
The sky is no longer thick with fumes                                                                                           
But blue and grey and clear.                                                                                                        
They say that in the streets of Assisi                                                                                           
People are singing to each other across the empty squares                                              
Keeping their windows open                                                                                                                   
So that those who are alone may hear                                                                                             
The sounds of family around them.                                                                                                 
They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland                                                                                        
Is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound. 
Today a young woman I know is busy spreading fliers                                                               
With her number through the neighbourhood                                                                                  
So that elders may have someone to call on.                                                                             
Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples                                                                       
Are preparing to welcome and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary.                              
All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting.                                                              
All over the world people are looking at their neighbours in a new way.                                               
All over the world people are waking up to a new reality.                                                           
To how big we really are.                                                                                                                           
To how little control we really have.                                                                                            
To what really matters.                                                                                                                    
To love.                                                                                   
 



  

                                                   
 
So we pray and we remember that yes there is fear                                                                       
But that does not have to be hate.                                                                                                    
Yes there is isolation                                                                                                                               
But that does not have to be loneliness.                                                                                          
Yes there is panic buying                                                                                                                   
But that does not have to be meanness.                                                                                           
Yes there is sickness                                                                                                                            
But there does not have to be disease of the soul.                                                                         
Yes there is even death                                                                                                                        
But there can always be a rebirth of love.                                                                               
Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now.                                                                      
Today, breathe.                                                                                                                                 
Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic                                                                             
The birds are singing again.                                                                                                               
The sky is clearing.                                                                                                                      
Spring is coming                                                                                                                                   
And we are always encompassed by Love.                                                                            
Open the windows of your soul                                                                                                        
And though you may not be able to touch across the empty square                                             
Sing 

Brother Richard – reproduced by kind permission  

 
 

                                      
                                                   WhatsApp  
We’ve found that WhatsApp can be a great way of staying in touch and 
supporting and encouraging one another. If you would like to be part of a 
church WhatsApp group please contact either David or Catherine. 

 St Mary’s: David 07544 70224 -  St Andrews: Catherine 07790 316503 



  

                                                   
 

Mindfulness – a rough guide for tough times 
 
Mindfulness is a very helpful way of bringing us into a deeper awareness of the 
present moment. It can be helpful in dealing with stress or anxiety. Until our 
fortnightly sessions resume, you may wish to try this at home.  
 
You may want to light a candle. 
The two great principles of Mindfulness are   
1 Curiosity – Having a beginner’s mind; not judging; allowing our curiosity to 
help us enter into the experience of being here now. 
2 Kindness – Kindness towards everything, especially towards ourselves. 
 
Find a position that is comfortable but alert. It’s good to have our feet anchored 
to the ground, our abdomen straight (imagine a helium balloon is lifting your 
head!). We want to breathe from our depths, not the shallows. Find the natural 
place for your hands to rest – you may want them to be upturned as a gesture 
of being open to what this moment has for you. For most of us it will be helpful 
to close our eyes. If at any time you feel anxious, you can open your eyes 
slightly and focus on the candle. 
We begin with a moment to catch our breath, to become more present to our 
bodies and our surroundings. 
We then take a few moments to become aware of any sounds around or within 
us…. the sounds from the streets outside, the sound of our own breathing, our 
heartbeat perhaps…. We are trying not to judge or label. We simply allow each 
sound to be what it is, allowing each to bring us into a deeper experience and 
awareness of the ‘now’. 
After a few minutes, we then take our attention to the breath. Notice the 
quality of each breath… the sensations in the nostrils as the cooler air enters, 
the diaphragm lifts, and then the air as it escapes, warmed from its short time 
within. 
 
 



  

                                                       
 
Don’t try to labour your breath. Each breath is different. Each inbreath is a new 
beginning, each outbreath a letting go and a letting be. 
 
The breath is the anchor to the present moment so in those moments when our 
minds wonder (which is what minds do!) we simply and kindly escort our 
attention back to the breath. 
You may want to imagine that with each inbreath you are breathing in kindness 
and releasing with the outbreath all that is not kind. You can then move on to 
breathing in love, breathing out all that is not love; breathing in calm, releasing 
stress etc.  
Now imagine that you can take your breath all the way down your body to the 
toes, allowing each inbreath is be curious about what you find there; any 
sensations, any discomfort; not judging or labelling; simply allowing what is to 
be what it is. 
Now letting go with the outbreath, and taking our next breath down to the 
soles of your feet… being curious about what you find, the interaction with the 
socks and shoes, their relationship with the ground. 
Now letting go, and with the next breath we spend time with the whole foot; 
then the lower leg, knees, thighs, lower back, upper back, shoulders, belly, 
diaphragm; then fingers, hands, lower arm and elbows, upper arm, neck, 
mouth, nose, eyes, and finally the whole head.  
 
If in any place you feel tension or discomfort, just imagine the breath is 
softening what you find there. This is called the Body Scan.  
 
You may also want to use the Prayer of Loving Kindness; a threefold blessing. 
Silently we bless ourselves with the words ‘May I know love, may I know peace, 
may I be free’ 
Then to each one who comes to mind; ‘May you know love, may you know 
peace, may you be free’. 
Finally widen the circle of blessing out into the streets and homes of this town 
and these villages, and lastly to the whole of creation.   
 
 



  

 
 
From John Roberts, Choirmaster at St Mary’s ……………    
 
Everyone knows what church choirs do mostly. They sing hymns. That is what 
comes to people's minds as soon as you mention church choirs. When John 
Major made that speech, for which he probably feels embarrassed, about his 
vision of England, the spinster going to choir practice on her bicycle in the 
evening sun was in most people’s minds obviously going to practice hymns. 
(Why are choir mistresses in local churches so often envisaged in English 
literature as spinsters and less than strong minded spinsters at that?) 
 
Up to about sixty years ago, what was meant by hymns in the church of England 
was well understood by everyone. Hymns had several verses, a sequence of 
thoughts each represented by a verse. They had a strong tune, usually in four 
part harmony, often written for those particular words and always used for 
them. Some however were used for different hymns in other churches. They 
had the temerity to sing one of your well known hymns to a different tune. 
Especially as you had always known for a fact that that tune "belonged" to 
another hymn they were singing that morning. 
 
Then the revolution happened. Somewhere in the late Fifties and Sixties people 
began to write new tunes for some of the most traditional hymns. Some of 
those have survived the test of time, especially At the name of Jesus and O Jesus 
I have promised. Some of them disappeared, deservedly so. Now those 
survivors are accepted, but I can remember the mutterings they caused in 
choirs at the time. But some of the tunes in the old hymnbooks were not 
exactly classics. Somewhere I have an edition of Hymns Ancient and Modern 
from around World War 1. A fair number of the tunes are prosaic in the 
extreme, totally without imagination musically or otherwise. Predictable 
without any compensating qualities. What did those large choirs of the time, 
which you see in photographs on vestry walls, respond to? Did they manage to 
convince themselves that it was really wonderful? Or did crafty organists and 
clergy manage to stick to the good ones, and use them for several different 
hymns. I seem to remember that happening quite a lot. 
                                                                  



  

                                                              
 
Then we moved on to the more folk style tunes. Some are very good and 
involve the congregation very well. There is the impressive Iona tradition. I 
went to a study day on that recently and was very impressed by the way it can 
be used to create the atmosphere and use the organ for example to improvise 
around the hymn tunes to build up the mood and intensity of the whole service. 
That is a throwback to Bach's Lutheran church day when the music for a service 
was supposed to be created by the organist using the theme of the principal 
hymn. 
 
Also we have the songs of various individuals like Stuart Townend. Some of 
these have their merits, although some label them as "banal". I am rather more 
forgiving. What I am not convinced of is that they are easier for a congregation. 
In some ways they are more difficult because the rhythms are more 
complicated and from a choir’s view do not lend themselves to being written 
down precisely. If you hear the writer's own recording as a singer, what he sings 
is not what is precisely notated, and actually changes as the performance 
develops. But when a congregation gets to know it they can go really well. 
 
A further point about these latest developments is they deal in simplicity. Often 
the message in the words is simple and repeated. I know lots of people like it 
and find it deeply moving and expressive of their beliefs. But should 
hymnwriters be trying to do something more complex and thoughtful? Many of 
the new tunes are very straightforward. No harmony, no counterpoint, no 
challenge, no exuberance when you get it right. Is there really no room for 
splendour and sophistication now? Using your ability to perform such music is 
part of some people's worship, as is writing it. Would some people rule it out 
altogether? Does worship involve simplifying everything? Do people not 
respond to the great hymn tunes of the last four hundred years written by great 
musical minds? If we use only simple music does it suggest the faith is 
automatically simple? 
 
From my pragmatic point of view there is one more point. If you do not sing 
traditional hymns, you will not have a group able to sing harmony when you 
need it for special occasions, unless they are all singers doing other things 
elsewhere. Do we risk writing off those qualities?  



  

 

Chairman – Paul Rochford 
Vice Chairman – Haidy Blake 
Councillors – Magda Atkins, Lizzer Bradbury, Jim Coppard, Niki Gordon, Roger 
Morris, Gary O’Leary, Christopher Maunder Taylor 
 
Member of Parliament – Oliver Heald 
County Councillor – Ken Crofton 
District Councillor – Linda Haysey 
 
Clerk: Tom Brindley CILCA, Clerk to Hertingfordbury Parish Council 
191 High Street, Codicote SG4 8UD 
07956 381764 / 01438 829098          parishclerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk 
 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is 7pm, Wednesday 8th April 2020 at  
Hertingfordbury Cowper C of E School in Birch Green. All meetings are open to 
the public. There is a 15 minute public participation period near the start of the 
meeting. Please feel free to leave at anytime or remain for the duration.  
 
Agenda 
If you would like a matter to be discussed, please notify the Parish Clerk at least 
one week in advance of the meeting. The agenda is posted on the Parish 
Council boards a few days prior to the meeting 
                     
Planning 
All planning applications can be found on the planning portal: 
https://publicaccess.eastherts.gov.uk/online-applications 

 
Webpage: www.hertingfordbury.org.uk 
Local Facebook page: Hertingfordbury & The Five Greens 
 
To report an issue with fly tipping, highway fault, overflowing rubbish, street 
lighting call East Herts District Council on 01279 655261 or go 
to www.fixmystreet.com 

 
 

http://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk/
http://www.fixmystreet.com/
https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk/


  

            
News 
 

We are reaching out to the residents for some help on our Village Greens 
Working Party.  Ideally someone with a legal background would be most 
advantageous. If you are, or know someone, who can help and spare only a few 
hours a month please get in touch. 
 
Plans are underway to include a new piece of equipment in the Birch Green play 
park in time for the warmer weather.  Watch this space! 
 
The overgrown shrubs along the footpath in Birch Green will be removed and 
replanted with hornbeam and birch trees.  The current shrubs are overgrown, 
full of brambles and difficult to maintain.  This work will take place in 2020. 
 
The problem with cars parking on our village greens continues to be an issue. 
Please refer to the maps on our website under Village Green Management 
Policies if you are unsure which areas are village greens and are not to be 
parked on. Please do not park on the grass.  We will be leaving a notice on the 
vehicles who appear to be repeat offenders and will have to take legal 
measures if these warnings continue to be ignored.   We will also be looking at 
erecting fixed notices and possibly barriers in specific vulnerable places.   
 
We are continuing to try and resolve the parking issues especially around school 
times.  This past year we have been in talks with Tarmac who are the 
landowners of the fields adjacent the school on the Old Coach Road.  We were 
investigating a proposal of creating a small car park to be used by the public 
especially parents and carers at drop-off and pick-up times.  The basis of Tarmac 
taking this forward would rest on the proposal’s financial viability.  This would 
depend on either residential or commercial development on that site and take 
many years if it were to be approved by the planning department. The parish 
council believe development on this scale is not going to help the parking 
situation in the short to medium term and therefore we will continue to look at 
the other options to be considered such as creating more parking on the school 
grounds.  If you have any comments or concerns please email the Clerk  
 
 

https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk/


  

      St Mary’s Arts & Crafts Weekend with Family Fun Day  

   
Face Painter needed for the Family Fun Day on 11th July. 

If you know of anyone please contact Rev Alan 

 SUBJECT TO THIS EVENT GOING AHEAD 

 

                                                  
                                                                     

                                                 Race Night 
The Race Night held at St Josephs in the Park at the end of February was once again 
a huge success and fortunately took place before Coronavirus restrictions! 
Over 60 people had a fun evening and hopefully successful time with eight races  
and some amusing commentary from TV presenters such as Claire Balding. 

Winners were a mix of favourites such as "Phil the Skip" to outsiders as "David's 
Donkey". The prestigious St Mary's cup was won by "The Greengrocers Frolic" 
race sponsored by Jim Eustance. A good time was had by all, winners and losers 
alike. 

Well done to Carleys Fish Bar who supplied our super fish and chip supper. A big 
thank you to the Bishops Bar, Kay's Raffle, the new Tote Trio and our regular 
MC David Kemp, 

Thanks to all who supported our event, we raised a brilliant £560 for St Mary's 
charities. David 



  

                                                

www.hertingfordburystmary.org 

The new St Mary's website looks fantastic! Please take a look. Now includes 

• Podcasts of selected sermons. Hear Rev Wendy talking about “Spreading 
Kindness” 

• Latest Parish News in digital format in full colour 

This website will now be a vital communication tool to be able to follow 
updates on the church and St Mary’s position as a result of the challenges we 
face with the Coronavirus outbreak.  

If you wish to contribute in any way please contact Rachel via e mail 
raich.carter@yahoo.co.uk. 
 

 

        The Bells of St Mary's are ringing!          

As many of you within earshot may already be aware that St Mary's bells are 
ringing again. At the moment we have a band of about 6 ringers but we are 
always looking for new members to help especially as not all members are 
available every time we ring 

It’s great fun for both younger and older ringers. We practise every Wednesday 
at the church at 7.30pm. No previous experience necessary so if you are 
interested please do come along or contact David Gorton on 01992 551430 / 
07554 702241  or dgorton1@btinternet.com                    

mailto:dgorton1@btinternet.com


  

 

 

  

Hertingfordbury & 
the Greens Tennis 

Club 
 

 

 

We are delighted to be able to let you know that the tennis club is now 

fully functional and ready for memberships!  We cannot thank you 

enough for your patience whilst we had the hut rebuilt and then now 

finally managed to have the court cleaned and ready for some summer 

playing. 

 

We would have loved to have had a grand opening of the court but in 

these unsettling times we will have to organise memberships for you 

and your families individually. 

 

If you would like to join the 

Hertingfordbury and Greens Tennis Club 

please contact Sarah Price on  

theprices.saffrons@btopenworld.com 

 
The cost for a Family membership for the year is £60. 

A Single membership is £45  

 

You are allowed to play up to 3 times a week throughout the whole 

year so excellent value! 

 

 

mailto:theprices.saffrons@btopenworld.com


  

   Hertingfordbury WI 
 

Hertingfordbury WI were able to welcome another visitor to our March 
meeting, although it’s disappointing not to have any from the Villages.  

Roger Gibbons gave a slideshow talk with beautiful photos of butterflies. 
Interesting facts included that they are just as likely to feed off manure as 
well as flowers. There were a good number of entries for the butterfly 
competition, Jan won with Linda and Chris coming 2nd and 3rd.  

Joyce was presented with a birthday posy and refreshments were followed 
by a butterfly quiz. Members were asked to suggest a route for our May 
walk. 

Gill gave details of the Spring council meeting and other events at County 
House plus news that the Federation shop was having to close. 

 Members were asked to check their emails in case Covid19 affects our 
next meeting and the April theatre trip. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Defibrillator 

Please note a BHF Defibrillator is housed in a cabinet mounted on the 
outside wall of the parish room (The Brace Room) at St Mary's Church. 

                                               



  

B. Green Store 
                              Community hub & Coffee shop 

 
We’ve been open almost 3 months and we’d like to thank you all for the 
support you have shown us and your village store! 
• We opened the shop to serve the community and we really hope to continue 
to do this during these times of unprecedentedly uncertainty. 
• We already wash our hands a multitude of times during the day and so many 
more during recent events! We are wiping down surfaces and dispensers 
regularly and maintain a strict one scoop policy.  
We are making sure we clean the scales and the card machine after use 
• We need to ask for your help to keep B Green open and a safe environment 
for all. We do not have hand sanitizer at present but we do have hand washing 
facilities in the toilet located at the back of the shop and would encourage 
everyone to wash their hands! 
• PLEASE help us to keep the shop a safe place for all by not entering if you feel 
unwell with a temperature or cough. 
• Presently, we have stock of dry goods, pasta & cereal etc and hope to be able 
to maintain this. We have a plentiful supply of free range local farm eggs. 
We have deliveries of milk, juice and sliced bread 3 times a week and 
sourdough bread on Wednesdays and Saturdays.   
We have a fresh fruit & vegetable delivery on a Tuesday & Friday and hope this 
will continue. 
We have loo rolls, laundry products and hand wash, but we are limiting these to 
make sure there is enough to go around.  
• If you live in the Parish and you’re self- isolating or know of anyone who is on 
their own or vulnerable, we would like to try and help as best we can so please 
send us a message and we will do our best to help by delivering essentials  
• THANK YOU all for helping us make B Green a happy and germ free, vibrant 
community shop! 
• Please check on Facebook / Instagram for daily updates. 
Facebook @hellobgreenstore            Instagram @bgreenstore 
 

 

                              



  

 

Head Teachers Report 
 
We are half way through the school year and in the last few weeks the children 
have achieved so much in many areas of education.  
 
On the sporting front, we are now part of the Herford and Ware Sports 
Partnership. We have entered two events, the Year 4 sports hall festival and 
Year 3 & 4 cross country.  Over the coming months and years we hope to be 
able to enter more events. These are great opportunities for all our children to 
develop their sporting skills.  
 
Year 6 Opportunities Week, the children have had a great week of fun and it is 
well deserved after all their hard work and preparation for sitting their senior 
school exams.  
 
I would encourage you all to come along with your friends and family to the 
Spring Fair and Circus on Saturday 25th April. This should be a tremendous day 
for the whole community. Our school will be home to Pazaz Circus and our 
annual Spring Fair. The fair will open at 10am, where there will be fun, 
fairground games, pony rides, food stalls, face painting and much, much more!    
  
There will be 3 x 50 minute Circus Shows; 11am, 1pm and 3pm. Tickets are £7 
each (under 3s sitting on laps go free). Tickets will be sold on a first come first 
served basis so don't delay! We have made contact with all the local primary 
schools in the area who are keen to buy tickets. 
  
To book, fill out the Circus Booking Form and email to stjoescircus@gmail.com 
or put it in the PFA box in reception, then send payment via BACS to the 
Parent's Fellowship account (details found on the booking form). Please use the 
reference SURNAME+CIRCUS for any online payments.  
  
This is going to be a fun-packed day out for all the family, and we can't wait to 
see you there! 
              



  

 

                             

St. Mary’s Churchyard Regulations 
 
We are very conscious that this is a sensitive area – and are most grateful 
for the care shown by many people tending graves and memorial plaques 
– but as Churchwardens we are required to ensure that the regulations 
laid down by the diocese relating to the churchyard are adhered to.  
 
The rules relating to churchyards are very stringent compared to those 
applying to local authority cemeteries. The full regulations are displayed 
on one of the noticeboards inside the South Door porch. 
 
We would therefore ask that you remember that the placing of the likes of 
Easter bunnies, windmills and other Easter decorative items on graves and 
plaques is not permitted. Similarly floral remembrances should consist of 
natural, not artificial flowers. Also please do not use glass vases or jars as 
they might be accidently broken during mowing 
 
Whilst we would be reluctant to do so, we will remove items if necessary. 
We would always be happy to explain our reason for doing so please do 
speak with us if you would like any advice about what is permitted. We 
really appreciate your cooperation.  
 
Thank you        
 
David & Robin – Churchwardens 
 

 

 

 



  

Don’t do Church? Can’t do Church! Don’t do School? Can’t do School! 
 

 

 
  

                                       

 

 
As we approach the Easter holidays and possibly an extended break from school I would like to 
invite you to Sele Messy Church FACEBOOK page. It is a closed group so you will need to request to 
come on. 
 
This is a page that is already up and running and you can take a look at some of the fun activities we 
do each month. 
 
Through this page I will have a story time on there (at least once a week but maybe more-I'll keep 
you posted). For those of you who already attend St Andrew’s School Story Club this means you 
won’t miss out. 
 
I am planning to post ideas for games, so grab two packs of playing cards and some dice if you can. 
 
Colouring ideas and simple crafts will be added. 
 
I am hoping to run some quizzes and challenges too. 
 
Look out for competitions to enter. 
 
There may be a song or two to keep our spirits up. 
 
At this time of uncertainty we need to look for the good and celebrate in hope and try to find peace. 
To help us with this I will post up some bed time words for us. 
 
It would be great to see you on there and hear your feedback. It would also be fab to see your 
colouring and crafts posted. 
 
As we are unable to celebrate Mothering Sunday all together in church, we are going to light a 
candle in our window at 7pm to show our neighbours that we stand together to celebrate ALL 
Mum's and that we love and treasure them.  
 
Please join me in continuing this throughout the coming weeks as we stand together on love and 
unity and community. 
 
Love and Prayers to All 
 
Tracy (St Andrew’s Church Children and Youth Worker)   

 

Sele Messy Church 



  

                                                                                   

            Church Flower Rota for April                              
 

Flower Rota currently suspended 
 
We are extremely grateful for the time, generosity and skill that the 

flower team give each week to make the church look so beautiful 

 

 
                                            ******************* 

                    

                           
 

COURTYARD ARTS CENTRE HERTFORD 
 Gallery - Shop – Creative Classes for all – Outreach - Workshops                

                            

  

   All exhibitions and activity is currently suspended  

Please keep an eye on our website 

www.courtyardarts.org.uk 

for news and updates on any new activity 
 

Drop in Tuesdays to Saturdays 10am – 4pm 
            Port Vale, Hertford, SG14 3AA - www.courtyardarts.org.uk    

                               

http://www.courtyardarts.org.uk/


  

We bring people together through a shared curiosity for the arts. Come and join us on 
the last Thursday of the month to hear arts related lectures in a comfortable, friendly 
atmosphere at the Spotlight in Broxbourne.  We meet for coffee at 10am, followed by 
the lecture at 10.30.  Visitors are very welcome. 

 
   March, April & May lectures cancelled due to the Coronavirus restrictions 
25th June – Three Great Families & their Gardens; the Astors, Rothschilds 

& the Sackville Wests by Caroline Rayman (followed by Summer Lunch) 
 

If you would like more information please go to our website       
www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk 

Registered Charity no 281752                          Member Society of The Arts Society 
 

              __________________________________________________________                                    
  

                                     WALTER WALLINGER TRUST 
 

Walter Wallinger died in 1709 leaving “Four hundred pounds for the placing of poor 
children of this Parish as Apprentices.” 
 
Times have moved on and the trustees of the charity now take the view that the 
income from the endowment should be used to give grants for educational purposes 
to people under 25 who have for at least two years lived, or been educated, within, 
‘the ancient parish of Hertingfordbury’ which today roughly means Hertingfordbury 
village and the five Greens and outlying houses.  
 
Something of the order of £1500 is available annually. Typically grants are one-off 
payments not exceeding £300 for something that will help with the applicant’s 
education in a broad sense, such as a musical instrument, specialist equipment, a 
field or other course. Grants are available to anyone in school, FE or Higher 
Education. 
 
There is a simple paper application form obtainable from and to be returned to: 
Mrs Mary Jansen, Terrace Wood Nursery, Hertingfordbury, SG14 2LF. She is happy to 
answer any queries about eligibility mtfjansen@outlook.com 

 

 

http://www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk/
mailto:mtfjansen@outlook.com


  

     Church Cleaners         
We really need people (men or women!) to join our church 

cleaning rota. 

It takes a couple of hours every few weeks. We want our 

beautiful church to always look its best 

If you can help please contact Virginia on 01992 583560 

 
 

************************************************************************************************************************************************************* 

 

          Churchyard Volunteers Needed      
Volunteers required for grass cutting 

Second Saturday of each month, anytime between 9 - 12 noon 
Reward is a picnic lunch and good company……… and a laugh! 

Please let David Gorton know if you are able to help 
 
 
                                            

        Volunteers needed to open/close St. Mary’s   

 
As part of St. Mary’s commitment to be ‘Here with you, Here for you’ we 
are pleased that we have been able to keep the church open during the 
day.  
However, to do so requires volunteers to open and close the building every 
day. As a village if we want the church to be open – and I think we do - we 
need some new volunteers. It is not an onerous task.  
Please give serious thought to joining the rota and speak to one of the 
Churchwardens.  Thank you for considering this 


