
APCM Priest’s Report 

‘Strange’, ‘Difficult’, ‘Unprecedented’ - just a few of the words we’ve been using to 

describe these times we’ve been living through. Overnight in March of this year, 

the world changed, and since then we’ve been learning to navigate the 

restrictions, manage our disappointment, and live alongside this virus as we adapt 

to new ways of being church.  

Although it’s been 18 months since our last APCM, the focus of this report will be 

primarily on our ministry and mission during Lockdown and in the days since. And 

because it’s clear that we will be living with this for the foreseeable future, we’ll 

explore a little of how we might creatively and imaginatively respond and move 

forward. 

8 months ago, when suddenly our diaries emptied, our church doors were locked 

and all activity was put on hold, as a community our first priority was to stay 

connected, especially with the most vulnerable and isolated among us.  

Our pastoral team and others swung magnificently into action; making phone calls, 

delivering prescriptions, doing shopping, delivering meals, offering lifts to hospital 

appointments, etc. It’s been incredibly humbling for me to witness the level of 

support then and now which continues to be offered, and I want to publically pay 

tribute to the care offered by so many of you, in particular Kay and Helen, our 

Pastoral Assistants. I’m aware however that one or two folks may have fallen 

through the gaps, so please do let us know if that’s the case.         

Early on we decided to produce a daily Thought for The Day which I know became 

a lifeline for many of us, and over the months it’s created wonderful opportunities 

to showcase a wide range of new voices, including unusually one particularly 

articulate dog! 

Within two days of each other, and from two separate sources in the two different 

congregations, an idea was mooted to publish the first 6 months of TFTD’s in time 

for Christmas. Well I’m delighted and excited to say that the book ‘Every Storm 

Runs Out of Rain’ goes to print this very weekend and will be on sale from early 

November. Proceeds will be shared between the two churches and a huge thank 

you go to the team of Forbes Mutch, Peter Risby, Helen Bishop and Nick Hoyle 



who made this happen. Pre-orders are being taken for the first print-run, so my 

advice is; get in quick! 

Thank God (literally) for technology. 8 months ago, who even knew what Zoom 

was? I for one was technologically challenged and phobic, so I want to thank those 

who twisted my arm and got us Zooming. It’s been a learning curve to say the 

least, and at times a comedy of errors with its glitches, its random mute/unmuting, 

and underwater music! Despite the hiccups and its virtual nature, I think we’ve all 

felt an unexpected on-screen connection. Zoom has made it possible to feel 

together while apart. I think we’ve appreciated the visuals, the scope for new 

liturgy, the breakout rooms, the opportunity to worship from the comfort of our 

own armchairs. It’s also given us the opportunity for our two churches to worship 

together along with new friends and family from further afield, which in itself is 

priceless.  

Thank you to everyone then and now who continue to make Zoom worship 

possible, not least my wonderful co-hosts Jane, Nick and Kath. Thanks also go to 

Jane Eldred and Paul Attridge for valiantly persisting with leading our online hymn-

singing despite Zoom’s protests. I for one enjoyed belting out the words knowing 

that no-one else could hear me, on those occasions when I remembered to mute 

myself. Moving forward, we plan to carry on with our Zoom services and to use 

this platform for other things including some of our Christmas program (more of 

that later), and in the New Year a course on prayer probably, and an online 

Searching 4 Faith. A group of us have also been consulting with the church 

network HeartEdge with a view to how this and other online platforms can be used 

more effectively as we move forward.    

Meditation and Mindfulness on Zoom is now weekly and continues to attract a 

wide range of folk, some of whom don’t ‘do’ church. It’s been wonderful to share 

in the leading this with an expanding team including Rosemary Willis, and soon to 

be Mr Nick Hoyle.  Lots of us also continue to appreciate the reflective space 

offered by our short service of Compline or Night Prayer on a Sunday night.  

These past months have in the words of Charles Dickens been ‘the best of times 

and the worst of times.’ It’s caused many of us to re-evaluate what’s important, 

and to appreciate the joy of slowing down, of finding new rhythms and the value in 



small things. Equally many of us have found these times unsettling and fearful and 

lonely. There have been many disappointments, not least the closure of our 

church buildings; the cancellation of celebrations like weddings and baptisms and 

the added loneliness of the restrictions surrounding funerals. 

It was with great joy then that we eventually were able to reopen our church 

buildings first for private prayer and then later in July for public worship.  A huge 

thank you in particular goes to our church wardens and others who helped make 

the building safe, conducted risk assessments, and continue to oversee the 

ongoing running of our services. Personally, I felt moved to tears after so much 

time to physically be breaking bread together. As a congregation I know many of 

us feel a deep connection to that place – to this wonderful prayer-filled building of 

St Mary’s, and over the months we’ve welcomed back a good 80% I guess of our 

usual congregation, with only a few choosing to continue with Zoom.  It was an 

extra delight when just a few weeks ago our choir returned to lead us during 

communion. Our thanks to Paul and John for their leadership.  

Sadly, we have taken the difficult decision not to resume our 8am BCP communion 

service. To mark the contribution of this small but faithful congregation there will 

be a thanksgiving Eucharist held next Sunday at 8am led by Rev Rosemary 

Caruana. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have supported 

the 8am service over the years not least Jean and Janet who each week prepared 

the altar. We look forward to welcoming that congregation either to our 9.15am, 

to Zoom or to the 8am BCP at St Andrew’s.   

One of our biggest concerns over this period has been our ministry to our young 

families and it was wonderful to welcome some of our younger members back for 

Harvest festival with the return of our all age service earlier this month.  

I’m delighted to say that Tracy Plumpton the children and youth minister based at 

St Andrew’s has agreed to stay on with us for another two years and the shortfall 

we had in meeting her salary has all but for a few hundred pounds been met 

through the generosity of folk across the two congregations. Tracy and I have been 

recording Zoom assemblies (or Collective Worship) for three schools including 

Hertingfordbury Cowper and St Joseph in the Park. I’ve also started going in 

weekly again to lead worship for the Early Years at Hertingfordbury Cowper and 



Wendy is planning to do the same for St Jo’s. We’ve both also really enjoyed 

leading outdoor Harvest celebrations for both schools. As we do each year we 

were once again able to contribute to the year 6 Bibles which they use throughout 

the school year. And Just today in fact I received a card signed by the class to say 

thank you.  Myself, and members of our congregation Ritchie Copues, Craig 

Petengell and more recently Becky Bradley continue to support the school as 

governors.  

Wendy as some of you will know has now been signed off by the Bishop and I’m 

delighted to say has agreed to stay on with us for a few years at least as Assistant 

Priest. We’re all so grateful for Wendy’s ministry among us; her energy, humour 

and warmth, her preaching, heart for mission and creative ideas have been an 

inspiration to work alongside and I’m sure you’ll join with me in thanking Wendy 

for all she has brought and will bring to the life of our parishes. Our prayers 

continue for Wendy’s ongoing health. 

I’m deeply grateful to the whole ministry team including Bill, Melanie, Geoff and 

more recently Forbes for all their support. We’re also grateful to Colin Crowhurst 

who stepped down from his Reader duties earlier this year, and I’m pleased to 

report that we have at least three people across the two congregations who are 

considering Pioneer ministry – reaching out to those outside of church.  

I’ve been very grateful to Philip our Magazine editor who has continued to 

produce our full colour parish magazine online. Moving forward, we plan to 

continue with online and produce a much smaller number of hard copies. You’ll 

find Philip’s report on the website. 

Despite the ‘Christmas is cancelled’ headlines, we very much hope to be open for 

business if not quite ‘as usual’. During Advent this year, our TFTDs will focus on the 

names of Jesus and then for the 12 days of Christmas, different members of the 

ministry team will be sharing reflections on their favourite carols. Wendy and 

Tracy are also preparing some child-friendly TFTD’s re-telling the Christmas story 

using I think Playmobil characters and other assorted toys!.  

There will be a reflective evening service at St Andrew’s and on Zoom on Advent 

Sunday. We plan to hold our Blue Christmas service for those who find the season 

bittersweet online. There will be an in-church and online carol service.  



Unfortunately, for obvious reasons this year we won’t be able to open our doors 

to the multitudes for our usual crib services, but we do have some imaginative 

alternatives uo our sleeves, so watch this space.  

We look into an uncertain future. And yet, through it all, we have chosen to trust 

in the faithfulness of our God and to value in deeper ways this our family of faith. I 

want to end by thanking you all for the privilege of being your priest. On behalf of 

myself and my family, thank you for your love and support; thank you for your 

ongoing patience and your grace in bearing with my mistakes; for your prayers and 

encouragement and friendship that continue to lift me and sustain me. Thank you 

each and every one for all you bring to the life and worship of this church of St 

Mary.  

Prayer for TFTD book 

In isolation and separation; may we know the kind light of Your company. 

In confusion and uncertainty; may we hear Your reassuring voice within.  

In disappointment and loss, may we know the empathy of Your embrace. 

In fear and anxiety, may we trust that ‘every storm runs out of rain’.   

 

And through it all, may we discover  

a new Joy in the smallest thing; 

A new Faith in the kindness of God and stranger; 

A new Hope that calls us into a better world; 

And a new Love that transcends all that would divide us.  

 

In the name of the One who still stills storms 

Amen  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


