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                  The Lost and Found 

Parables are meant to mess with our heads; make us think twice; help us 
see differently. Some of the most famous are about lost things – a lost 
coin, a lost son; most famously a lost sheep. Traditionally the shepherd 
who risks everything to search for the wayward sheep is thought to be 
God. What if however, we swap things around? What if the shepherd isn’t 
God? What if the shepherd is supposed to be you and me?  What if the 
sheep are those we are asked to search out or move towards? What if the 
parable is asking us to leave behind what’s comfortable; to search out and 
cherish all who feel lost, or abandoned; stranded by life or religion? 

Some of you may have seen the extraordinary photograph of a desperate 
young man standing on the ledge of a bridge. And through the railings 
another man has grabbed his legs while yet another has wrapped his arms 
around his neck speaking in his ear. Another holds his belt while others 
have threaded ropes through the railings to keep him from falling.  The 
first time I saw this, I cried. I cried for the hope that man had lost. And I 
cried for the God-like compassion of those strangers who found him and 
held him and wouldn’t let him go.   

We’ve all been ‘lost’ at some point.  

The image became the inspiration for a sketch which helped me reflect on 
the truth that we are all part of the same flock. Some of us for whatever 
reason have wandered away, or been forced away or abandoned. And 
that’s a tragedy because we need each other. We’re all God’s treasure. 
And God asks us to do what she does; to search hills and canyons, get 
down on our knees and dust the hidden places, walk the lonely bridges, 
the farthest corners, the ends of the earth to let the ‘lost’ know that they 
are worth finding, worth knowing, worth celebrating.  

Alan 
 



  

                                

               Drawing of the men on the bridge by Alan Stewart 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES at ST MARY’S 

Holy Communion (1662) 8.00 am 
Every Sunday (except the 5th Sunday in the month) 

Sung Eucharist: every Sunday at 9.15 am 
Young Church: 1st Sunday in the month at 9.15am 
All Age Service: 2nd Sunday in the month at 9.15am 

Evening Prayer: 4th Sunday in the month at 3.30 pm (GMT) or 6.30pm (BST) 



  

Registers:                         

Baptism – Welcomed into the family of the church 
 
5th January – Eve Berry Barr 

 
Dates for your Diary 
 
Soul Food - Sunday 2nd February at St Andrew’s Centre. A café style 
informal and contemporary worship 
Meditation & Mindfulness – 8.00pm Wednesday 5th & 19th February at 
St Andrews (refreshments from 7.40pm) 
Confirmation Service at St Mary’s – 7.30pm Tuesday 11th February 
Soul Space – 7.40 for 8pm Wednesday 12th February at St Andrew’s. A 
quiet space to be still with music, readings, mindfulness, silence and 
prayers. 
Ash Wednesday Services – 10.30am & 8pm on Wednesday 26th February 
at St Andrews  
 
                                          ***************************************** 
 
 

                                    
         

St Mary’s fundraising Christmas Raffle  
 
Many thanks to everyone that participated in our Christmas raffle both in 
buying tickets and donating prizes. The main prizes were hampers and we 
managed to raise the brilliant sum of £650!! 
 
This is the first time we have done this and our special thanks goes to Jean 
and Alma for putting the whole thing together 



  

 
 

               Fantastic Crib & Christingle         

The two Crib & Christingle Services at St Mary's on Christmas Eve proved 
once again to be extremely popular, with even the 12.30 “quieter” service 
attracting 140 adults and children. 

The 2pm service had an estimated 300 plus! A great event enjoyed by all 
who could still breathe or see! Our 180 Christingle candles was just enough 
for the children. Thanks to Alan for his usual fantastic work with the 
children and to Tracy our puppeteer. 

Thanks also to the suppliers of oranges and sweets and to the brilliant 
team who spent over 2 hours to make up the Christingle orange candles. 

We raised just over £800 pounds for The Children’s Society, which is 
brilliant, so thank you to all who contributed and attended – David 

                                      **************************************** 

                                            
 

As part of the church's commitment to supporting community events, on 
the 14th December morning a number of the St. Mary's congregation 
joined with members of St. Andrew's to support the Panshanger Park Run. 
ParkRun is a weekly 5k run starting at 9.00am Saturday open to everyone 
of all ages and all abilities which has also become quite a social event. On 
this occasion runners once over the finishing line were greeted with 
Christmas gingerbread biscuits and a Christmas card which included details 
of services over the Christmas period. Thank you to all those who took part 
and helped 

 



  

        The Bells of St Mary's are ringing!          

As many of you within earshot may already be aware that St Mary's bells 
are ringing again. For nearly two years now our dedicated St Mary’s team 
has been ringing the church bells once or twice a month and of course at 
weddings. 

At the moment we have a band of about 6 ringers but we are always 
looking for new members to help especially as not all members are 
available every time we ring 

Our tower has 6 bells, the earliest two date back to 1656, others having 
been re-cast, replaced or added, the last in 1958. The heaviest, the tenor 
bell, weighs over 11 cwt. 

Its great fun for both younger and older ringers. We practice every 
Wednesday at the church at 7.30pm. No previous experience necessary so 
if you are interested please do come along or contact David Gorton on 
01992 551430 / 07554 702241  or dgorton1@btinternet.com 

        Refugees   in Turkey 
Thank you so very much to all those who supported the coffee morning in 
late November at The Fobury to raise funds for refugees rebuilding their 
lives in Turkey.  
 
We raised £1,000 and also received a generous donation of fabrics to make 
crafts. We have heard back from recipients and they have expressed their 
enormous gratitude - Helen 

mailto:dgorton1@btinternet.com


  

Forthcoming Three Night Retreat in the Essex Countryside 
 
A three night retreat is being planned for 19th-22nd October 2020. It will 
be a joint retreat for the parishes of St Andrew's Hertford, St Mary's 
Hertingfordbury and St Mary the Virgin, Ware and is being organised by 
our own curate, Wendy Sellers, and the curate of St Mary's Ware, David 
Sheppard. 
 
This guided retreat will offer times of prayer, peace and walking as well as 
creative opportunities and optional services. It will take place at the 
Chelmsford Diocesan House of Retreat at Pleshey.  
 

                    
The House of Retreat is situated at the edge of a small moated village in 
the heart of the Essex countryside and is a place of prayer, space and 
quiet reflection 
 
 
The fully inclusive cost is likely to be in the region of £270, but please do 
not let the possible cost put you off inquiring. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to express an interest, please get in 
touch with Wendy.  
 
 



  

 

   Hertingfordbury WI 
 
Hertingfordbury WI celebrated their 101st birthday in January with a cake 
and bubbly. Our speaker for the evening was Margaret Rogers who 
showed pictures and talked about her travels following the Silk Road.  

 

                                      
                                                   Cutting the cake 

 

Before Christmas we had enjoyed a lunch at the Farmer’s Boy followed by 
a great Christmas meeting with a delicious members buffet.  

 
We are looking forward to a theatre trip to see the musical ‘9 to 5’ and 
planning more outings later in the year.  
 
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 11th February 7.30pm with a talk on the 
Inca Trail. Venue St Joseph in the park school, visitors very welcome. 

 



  

 
 

                             

St. Mary’s Churchyard Regulations 
 
We are very conscious that this is a sensitive area – and are most grateful 
for the care shown by many people tending graves and memorial plaques 
– but as Churchwardens we are required to ensure that the regulations 
laid down by the diocese relating to the churchyard are adhered to.  
 
The rules relating to churchyards are very stringent compared to those 
applying to local authority cemeteries. The full regulations are displayed 
on one of the noticeboards inside the South Door porch. 
 
We understand that Christmas can be a particularly sensitive time of the 
year but would ask that you be aware that the placing of the likes of Father 
Christmases and other Christmas decorations on graves and plaques is not 
permitted. Similarly floral remembrances should consist of natural, not 
artificial flowers. Also please do not use glass vases or jars as they might be 
accidently broken during mowing 
 
Whilst we would be reluctant to do so, we will remove items if necessary. 
We would always be happy to explain our reason for doing so please do 
speak with us if you would like any advice about what is permitted. We 
really appreciate your cooperation.  
 
Thank you        
 
David & Robin – Churchwardens 
 



  

     Church Cleaners         
We really need people (men or women!) to join our church 

cleaning rota. 

It takes a couple of hours every few weeks. We want our 

beautiful church to always look its best 

If you can help please contact Virginia on 01992 583560 

 
 

************************************************************************************************************************************************************* 

 

          Churchyard Volunteers Needed      
Volunteers required for grass cutting 

Second Saturday of each month, anytime between 9 - 12 noon 
Reward is a picnic lunch and good company……… and a laugh! 

Please let David Gorton know if you are able to help 
 
 
                                            

        Volunteers needed to open/close St. Mary’s   

 
As part of St. Mary’s commitment to be ‘Here with you, Here for you’ we 
are pleased that we have been able to keep the church open during the 
day.  
However, to do so requires volunteers to open and close the building every 
day. As a village if we want the church to be open – and I think we do - we 
need some new volunteers. It is not an onerous task.  
Please give serious thought to joining the rota and speak to one of the 
Churchwardens.  Thank you for considering this 



  

 

 
 

From John Roberts, Choirmaster at St Mary’s ……………    
 
I have to thank all those people who were involved with the music over 
Christmas, both those who sing regularly on Sundays and those people who 
come to sing on seasonal occasions. 
 
Obviously our biggest event is Lessons and Carols. Special thanks must go to 
Paul, the organist and to Jon Banks for his accompaniments which give our 
events so much unique colour. Thanks also to Trish Goldsmith and Chris 
Maunder Taylor for taking on the solo parts with such style and Jane Barnes for 
doing the opening item with me and Jon Banks and his harp, a totally new 
experience. I do not like situations where an item gets to be owned by certain 
people but I do get enormous satisfaction when people who think of 
themselves as "just" or "only" members of the church choir stand up and do 
solos as well they did that evening. 
 
Lessons and Carols stands out in this church as there seems to be no tradition of 
making a big musical event of Midnight Communion, something that always 
surprises me. Christmas morning is an all age service which is less formal. For us 
it is therefore a huge undertaking which we could not do without the help of 
visiting singers. 
 
I thought this year was by far the best we have done since we reformed the 
choir some years ago with a few tentative volunteers from the congregation. It 
seems that we have arrived at a balance of music and reading which suits our 
resources. Obviously having that classic framework of lessons and prayers helps 
even though we only use seven lessons compared to the nine in some places. I 
think that helps because it keeps the pace of the story going, while retaining all 
the important and familiar elements. Doing all nine in the traditional form and 
at the length some people use does mean that it can be heavy going however 
grand the music and surroundings. I used to sing annually for a church in this 
area where they had nine lessons and each one of the traditional ones was 
paired with it's supposed parallel in the other Testament. 



  

                                                            
 
That was a tiring evening, especially as in those days I had enough voice to have 
sung for someone else earlier in the afternoon. But having that framework and 
using most of the traditional carols, allows the congregation the major part in 
the service while freeing us to choose interesting pieces for the choir. Also 
putting in a non-biblical reading each year gives people a new slant on the 
story, as well as a hymn which will be new to most people (but may be well 
known in another denomination). One of our most experienced singers asked 
me this year why I was putting in a hymn which even the choir had to learn 
when some of the choir music was already challenging. I have to take the blame 
for that being temperamentally incapable of letting something go when I think 
it will enrich the event. 
 
Then we come to the music. I thought the singers were magnificent because our 
four items were serious pieces which have been or might be recorded by 
serious groups. The World's Desire is by G.K. Chesterton, a great intellect of his 
time with music by RR Terry, the first Director of Music at Westminster 
Cathedral, and also a great figure in the restoration of Renaissance music in the 
church. They were not writing easy music for beginners and I thought we did it 
justice, especially in the lovely clear solo in each verse which set up the choir 
entry so well. The Lady and Child was by Philip Moore, still so much alive and 
part of serious choral music that he was the man commissioned to write the 
new Carol for Kings College, Cambridge this year. We sang it exactly as he wrote 
it, unaccompanied where directed and with a solo descant where written. My 
reaction was that it was a very fine service.  
 
I also noticed that people seemed to take it for granted, which I hope is a 
compliment to the performers but that does not detract from the fact of how 
demanding it was for a small church and what an achievement it was to do it so 
well. Certainly there were people involved who doubted that we could do it, 
and even I never set out with the thought of doing the Peerson unaccompanied. 
It was a very good night. It has gone some way to proving my belief that groups 
which do not think of themselves as grand can do sophisticated things 
remarkably well if they give themselves a chance. It was all done, as Catholic 
composers put at the top of their works, AMDG - for the greater glory of God in 
a service.  Where do we go from there? 



  

 
    
 
 
          
 

                HERTINGFORDBURY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

Chairman – Paul Rochford 
Vice Chairman – Haidy Blake 
Councillors – Magda Atkins, Lizzer Bradbury, Jim Coppard, Niki Gordon, 
Roger Morris, Gary O’Leary, Christopher Maunder Taylor 
 
Member of Parliament – Oliver Heald 
County Councillor – Ken Crofton 
District Councillor – Linda Haysey 
 
Clerk: Tom Brindley CILCA, Clerk to Hertingfordbury Parish Council 
191 High Street, Codicote SG4 8UD 
07956 381764 / 01438 829098 
parishclerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk 
 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is 7pm, Wednesday 12th February 
2020 at  Hertingfordbury Cowper C of E School in Birch Green. All meetings 
are open to the public. There is a 15 minute public participation period 
near the start of the meeting. Please feel free to leave at anytime or 
remain for the duration.  
 
Agenda 
If you would like a matter to be discussed, please notify the Parish Clerk at 
least one week in advance of the meeting. The agenda is posted on the 
Parish Council boards a few days prior to the meeting 

                     
Planning 
All planning applications can be found on the planning portal: 
https://publicaccess.eastherts.gov.uk/online-applications 
 



  

 
  
   
Webpage: www.hertingfordbury.org.uk 
Local Facebook page: Hertingfordbury & The Five Greens 
 
News 
We are excited to bring you the new website which is now live!  We hope 
you find lots of interesting and helpful information there.    If you have any 
comments or ideas on what you would like to see added or improved on 
the website, then please get in touch. 
 
The problem with cars parking on our greens continues to be an issue.  We 
shall be writing to residents and are producing a map illustrating which 
areas are village green and are not to be parked on.  We will also be 
looking at erecting fixed notices and possibly barriers in specific vulnerable 
places.   
 
We are continuing to try and resolve the parking issues especially around 
school times.  We will bring you any news and updates as we are working 
to resolve these matters.  If you have any comments or concerns please 
email the Clerk clerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk 
 
 

To report an issue with fly tipping, highway fault, overflowing rubbish, 
street lighting call East Herts District Council on 01279 655261 or go 
to www.fixmystreet.com 
                  

                             

http://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk/
mailto:parishclerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk
http://www.fixmystreet.com/


  

                                                  
 

All-Age services @ St Mary’s 2020 
 

All-Age Communion: A shorter child-friendly service for all ages  

Usually every second Sunday of the month at 9.15 am 

12 January, 9 February, 8 March, 22 March (Mothering Sunday), 12 April (Easter),     

10 May, 14 June, 12 July, 9 August, 13 September (Harvest), 11 October, 1 November,                  

13 December, Christmas Day  

 

Young Church (Sunday School) 
 every first Sunday of the month 9.15am  

 

 

 
 

Meditation & Mindfulness 2020 
Explore the riches of Christian meditation and how it fits with the practise 

and insights of Mindfulness 
Each session is free and lasts for about 45 minutes. We begin with some 

gentle exercises to help still the mind and then a guided meditation, 
followed by a time of silence. Beginners especially welcome! 

 
Wednesdays 8pm 

8, 22 Jan – 5, 19 Feb - 4, 18 March – 1,15 April - 6, 20 May - 3, 17 June         

   1, 15 July - 2, 16 Sept - 7, 21 Oct - 4, 18 Nov - 2, 16 Dec  



  

 

We bring people together through a shared curiosity for the arts. Come and join us on 
the last Thursday of the month to hear arts related lectures in a comfortable, friendly 
atmosphere at the Spotlight in Broxbourne.  We meet for coffee at 10am, followed by 
the lecture at 10.30.  Visitors are very welcome. 

 
27th February  – The Silk Road, a Textile Journey by Chris Aslan Alexander 

26th March  – Downton to Gatsby – Jewellery, Fashion & Glamour 
30th April  – The Magic of Prague by Gavin Plumley 

 
If you would like more information please go to our website       

www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk 
Registered Charity no 281752                          Member Society of The Arts Society 

 

              __________________________________________________________                                    
  
 

                                                
                                          Used Stamps 
Many thanks for all the used stamps that you collected and gave to us at 
Christmas. All resulting revenues will be going to the Isabel Hospice. 
Alma      
                               
              __________________________________________________________                                    
 
 

                                         
               Hertingfordbury & The Greens Poppy Appeal 
Hertingfordbury and the Greens raised a record £1705 for the Royal Legion 
Poppy Appeal in November. That’s a fantastic sum and grateful thanks to 
everyone who collected, contributed and supported us - Cathy 

http://www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk/
https://www.bloomberg.com/profile/company/0367262D:LN


  

 

        HV  RA 

            Hertingfordbury Village Residents Association 

At the beginning of 2019 a small group of village residents got together to 
address some local issues causing concern, initially it was speeding, traffic 
problems and planning. 

It was thought that a group or body working together may achieve better 
results and give help or support to our community than individuals may do, 
and so it was decided to form the HVRA. 

There has already been a good deal of activity during the past year, some 
as follows : 

EHDC have conducted a speed survey which is now being analysed. This 
follows our petition for a 20mph speed limit through the village that was 
forwarded to them and after discussions with councillors at HVRA 
meetings. 

Following multiple objections by association members, a particularly 
unwelcome planning application was rejected by EHDC on several grounds 
highlighted by residents.                                               

With a combination of grants from the BHF and EHDC, and a contribution 
from St Mary's PCC, all applied for by the HVRA, we have purchased a 
defibrillator and cabinet that has been installed outside the parish room 
(The Brace Room) at St Mary's Church. (See more on the next page) 

We are looking forward to trying to achieve the best for our village 
community in 2020, there will be regular meetings throughout the year 
and if you would like to be included in receiving future information please 
forward your email to: dgorton1@btinternet.com   - David 

mailto:dgorton1@btinternet.com


  

                
As mentioned earlier, The Hertingfordbury Village Residents Association 
have purchased a BHF Defibrillator. It is housed in a cabinet mounted on 
the outside wall of the parish room (The Brace Room) at St Mary's Church. 

A small group of residents have attended a British Heart Foundation 
training course already and if you would like information regarding future 
training courses or information regarding the HVRA please contact Jamie 
Shawyer or David Gorton 

           Defibrillator at St Mary’s Church 

       

                                              ********************************* 

          Village Community Activities  
 

Art Group, self led, around the kitchen table. Once a month 
daytime or evenings. Contact Beachie Bagenal if you want to join  

b.bagenal@ntlworld.com 

 



  

 
 

                  “Aim High, Build Confidence, Love Learning” 

 
Hertingfordbury Cowper C of E (VA) Primary School 

 
Year 1 have been thinking about their New Year resolutions and what 
difference they might make. Here are some of them 
 
My New Year’s Resolution is to help my mummy and daddy because they 
work hard for me. For the year 2020, I will be kind to Jimmy because I love 
him. For the new year, I will practise my sports because I want to get fit. 
For 2020, I will help my teachers because they work hard. In 2020, I will be 
kind to my friends because I love them all.  
Sammy  
 
This year I will read my bible more because I can follow God. This year I will 
not eat ice-cream as much because it is not good for you.  
Isla  
 
I will read more because I want to move up to a different reading colour. I 
want to practise handstands because I want to be able to do one. I will play 
more tennis. I want to try sewing one day.  
Emily 
 
 
Year 6 have been reflecting on God’s creation and how we can respond to 
it in awe and wonder. Again some are below 
 
I see a burst of vibrant colours, a smooth lake as if it was glass 
I taste richness, flavour, tangy delight 
It’s like a big foamy cloud, blue, pale, bright 
It reminds me of an ice-rink, walking on a clear platform 
 

 



  

 
 
 
I notice rings of rock, bursts of colour dotted around 
I smell freshness, clear air, no sadness 
I imagine a land full of orange, yellow, sand 
I wonder how big it is, how deep it is 
Cerys 
 
I notice the huge towering structure of red, and a beautiful story-like river 
in front 
I see a circle of blue in the darkest depths of the ocean 
It’s like giant pink biscuits that have been broken in half and quickly shoved 
into the land 
It makes me think of a story with a black colour sea, and perfect green 
grass 
It reminds me of when I stare out in to the sea on holiday 
I wonder how the waterfalls and the lakes came to be like that 
I feel hot and scorches, and yet also alive with all the nerves and 
excitement that comes with it all 
I want to say that there are no words for it, you can just feel amazed at the 
tower of rocks 
I hear the sound of wind rushing through my hair as I look out at the three 
pools and the white background 
Bethany 
 
I see a colourful explosion 
It’s like the foam that spews out of science cylinders in experiments 
It makes me imagine walking across the bridge watching the waterfall flow 
I hear deadly eruptions and sizzling hot rocks burning the ashy ground 
I feel a cold breeze 
It makes me think of being sculpted into a never-ending circle 
It’s like an under passage for boats 
It reminds me of the Grand Canyon 
I wonder why the water is so blue in such a cold place 
Dylan 
 

 


