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   A Cathedral not made with hands 
 
A few weeks ago, I witnessed my first murmuration of starlings. As dusk fell, small 
groups of birds began suddenly to appear from north, south, east and west. Merging, 
then separating, they soared and fell, until finally they became one avian dancer on a 
moonlit dancefloor. It was both mesmerizing and humbling to behold. 
 

                                      
    
In what was then tier 4, this aerial choreography reminded me that while the rhythms 
of our human lives may have changed dramatically, the natural world continues doing 
its thing regardless. 
 
Days later, a friend posted on Facebook an image of a sculpture by Norwegian artist 
Fredrik Raddum. It’s a bronze of a starling-like bird lifting the limp body of a man. For 
me, it was again a reminder of how nature can lift and carry us. For me, the natural 
world is a cathedral ‘not made with hands.’ Creation has this power to still amaze; to 
reconnect us to the well of life, the Source of our being.  
 
I find myself drawn to the Celtic tradition within Christianity, which refuses to 
separate sacred and secular. All life is holy and everything is spiritual. It’s earthy and 
raw and honest, giving space for questions and mystery and unknowing. Much of its 
language and symbolism is drawn from the natural world, with prayers for every 
season, every milestone, every act however seemingly insignificant. 



As we navigate these strange days, lonely perhaps for the company of friend or God, 
maybe this prayer from John Philip Newell’s Celtic inspired ‘Praying with the Earth’ 
will inspire us to see with newly enchanted eyes.  
 
Alan 
 

Whichever way we turn, O God, there is your face;                                                                                                           
in the light of the moon and patterns of stars;                                                                                                                    
in scarred mountain riffs and ancient groves;                                                                                                                     

in mighty seas and creatures of the deep.                                                                                                               
Whichever way we turn, O God, there is your face;                                                                                                          

in the light of eyes we love;                                                                                                                                                       
in the salt of tears we have tasted;                                                                                                                                    

in weathered countenances east and west;                                                                                                                         
in the soft skin glow of the child everywhere.                                                                                                       

Whichever way we turn, O God, there is your face                                                                                                   
there is your face                                                                                                                                                    

among us 
Amen  

 
                                                              ************************ 

 

A Eucharist for Ash Wednesday  

10.30am Wednesday 17th February on Zoom 
 

 
Sunday Services at St Mary’s 

Sung Eucharist 9.15am every Sunday (currently suspended) 
Zoom Sunday Service at 10.30am (joining details from Robin Bishop) 

All Age Service & Young Church (currently suspended) 
                           



                                       Christmas 2020 
 
Given that we are now in another lockdown and all services in church suspended, we 
should be really grateful that we were able to have some “live” activity in the church 
over the Christmas period. Whilst we had a full programme of services and activity on 
Zoom (see Rev Wendy’s article), the actual programme we could do at church was very 
limited. 
 
Thankfully we had the midnight service on Christmas Eve at St Mary’s as well as two 
Carols & Readings services in the churchyard on the Sunday afternoon before 
Christmas. We organised the two due to demand with an excellent turnout at both in 
lovely weather and with well organised social distancing.  
 
The Clergy team and Church Wardens also organised a Nativity display in both windows 
of the Brace Room so that visitors could view from the outside and we could also 
welcome group visits from the Hertingfordbury Cowper school 
 

                   
 

                       
 
Nativity – Rev Alan, with his angels (Kay, Tracy and Christopher) and Rev Wendy were 
at the churchyard to welcome school children from Hertingfordbury Cowper School 
and talk them through the nativity display at the Brace Room 
 



Christmas 2020   
 

      
 

 
The two Carol & Readings services in the churchyard were very well attended 

 
The candlelit Midnight Service on Christmas Eve with the Christmas trees had a very 

special atmosphere. Although singing was limited to just the small socially 
distanced choir, we also listened to the beautiful piano and organ playing of the 

carols by Paul Attridge 
  
 

     
 
 
Our sincere thanks go to all the clergy, church wardens and other helpers who worked 
so hard to put on these services at such difficult times, whilst also grappling with the 
technical challenges of also presenting a full programme of Zoom services and activity 
 
 



 

         The Power of   
 
When the first Lockdown started in March, it was only a week or so later that we 
started our first Zoom live on-line services. Initially this was a Sunday service with Rev 
Alan as both Zoom host and PowerPoint slide operator, as well as priest. As Alan had 
no prior experience of this, I’ve no idea how he did it.  
 
As it became apparent that Lockdown was going to be with us for months, it also 
became obvious that Zoom was working really well for us. We soon agreed that we 
preferred it to pre-recorded services (where it can feel you are ‘watching’ a 
programme) or live-streaming from the church (with ministers and people united in 
the need to ‘stay at home’). Pretty soon we had added in a Wednesday morning 
traditional Eucharist, Meditation and Mindfulness on a Wednesday evening and 
Compline on a Sunday evening.  
 
We had our difficulties to overcome – in particular live music just doesn’t work well 
on Zoom which is designed for a single spoken voice. Our musicians tried valiantly to 
overcome this, but the answer seems to be that Zoom only tolerates pre-recorded 
music.  Some people struggled to access the technology and hours were spent 
(mainly by Jane and Alan Cohen) coaching people on how to use Zoom and also 
working out how to join services using a phone line. We also realised that we wanted 
to offer the chance of fellowship after our Eucharists, using what Zoom calls Breakout 
Rooms.  
 
By this point Kath Oates and Nick Hoyle had joined Jane Cohen, so that the hosting of 
main services could be done by someone other than the priest. The host not also 
moves the slides along, but controls who can join the service. A major task is ensuring 
people stay muted – Zoom will switch to the most recent speaker and that might well 
be the late comer chatting to a family member! So muting is a big part of the job. 
Another challenge is that Zoom seems to work differently on each device and also is 
updated (that means changed!) very frequently. 
 
When we were permitted to restart services in our buildings, we decided that the 
four Zoom services should continue to run (a decision which proved to be inspired, 
given we have now entered Lockdown three). That continuity has proved invaluable, 
even if it does present a huge challenge to provide ministers for all services at times 
when we have been running four Zoom services on top of our in-building services. 



                                                           
 
Even once the buildings reopened, many people chose to stay with ‘virtual’ church 
and the numbers attending remained high. Kath booked herself onto many, many on-
line training sessions to ensure we got the best out of Zoom, and as a result our Zoom 
services have got a lot slicker (and also a lot more complicated). In particular, it has  
remained challenging to offer good quality music. Helpful ‘Zoom for dummies’ guides 
have been written to assist the other hosts make use of it’s more complicated 
features. It is possible to make good use of both image and video and we have all 
seen that Zoom gives us the opportunity to be creative in ways that are much more 
difficult in our Victorian buildings.  
 
Zoom is not just a way of sustaining our congregations through these difficult times 
but also offers a chance to reach out to those who, for whatever reason, would 
prefer not to attend physical church. One lovely thing is that our regular congregation 
on-line is quite widely spread geographically. What is evolving is not just church 
operating on-line, but ‘on-line church’ offering something different from an in-
building experience and community.  
 
If you thought it might be easier to provide a service on-line, let me disabuse you. It 
takes hours of preparation time beyond that of writing the sermon or intercessions. 
As with services in the building, it necessitates people kindly giving up their own 
opportunity to worship to serve others. We are all hugely grateful to the Zoom team 
of Jane, Kath and Nick and are delighted Catherine Sleath is now joining the team too. 
Meanwhile, Alan and I are going to get some training so that we can offer music and 
breakout rooms at services we host, such as Breathe monthly prayers.  
 
Over Christmas our Zoom life was busier than ever. We had fortunately decided some 
weeks before that many of our regular services should be on Zoom. When half-way 
through our on-line Christmas social, Cheer and Carols, the Prime Minister 
announced changes to Christmas plans due to the worsening virus situation, we were 
fully prepared.  
 
Cheer and Carols was followed by two sessions of Readings and Music for Christmas, 
the Christmas Eve Crib service, our Christmas morning service and a Christingle 
service. Together we have enjoyed hundreds of images, dozens of carols and the 
chance to admire one another’s festive attire. All from the comfort of our own 
homes. Each service provided all of us with a chance to worship ‘together while 
apart’. My mum and dad in Wales and my parents-in-law in Hemel Hempstead could 
join us for some of these too. The joy of Zoom. 
 



                                                           
 

                                
                                                       
                                                 Enjoying Christingle on Zoom 
 
We do have plans and thoughts for new services and events on-line in the future, and 
all four current services will continue for some time. It is likely we will never go back 
to the old ‘normal’ of sole reliance on the buildings. 
 
If you have any comments about our Zoom services, please send them to Alan or 
myself. And I’m sure you will join us in offering a huge ‘thank you’ to the Zoom team.  
To think that a year ago, few of us had heard of Zoom. Now we’re all wishing we’d 
bought shares! – 
Rev Wendy Sellers 

 

                          



                                                                        
                                               
                                             Zoom Services 

While services at St Mary’s are temporarily suspended the Zoom services are vital for 
your worship in the immediate future 

 
Please contact the church office if you'd like to be added to our mailing list and receive 
the service or meeting invitation details: standrew.hertford@btinternet.com or contact 
Robin Bishop to be added to the St Mary’s distribution list 
 
Every Wednesday                                                     Every Sunday 
Eucharist 10.30am                                                    Sunday Service 10.30am 
Meditation & Mindfulness 8.00pm                       Compline 7.00pm 
 

Please note that a recording of the Reading, Sermon and Prayers from the Sunday 
morning service is now available on the St Mary’s website  

www.hertingfordburystmary.org 
                                        

 

Coffee and Catch-up                                   
on Zoom                                           
Sat 6th Feb 10am 
 
An opportunity for St Mary’s                
congregation and friends to                          
socialise ‘together while apart’ 
 
Please see parish email for details                                             or 
contact Robin on  
robinhbishop@gmail.com 

javascript:void(0);
mailto:robinhbishop@gmail.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoom_Video_Communications


A BIG Thank You to our Organist Paul 
 
During these difficult times so many people have stepped up and really made a 
difference to both our worship and our everyday community spirit. One person 
in particular has excelled in his contribution and that is Paul Attridge our 
organist at St Mary’s.  
 
When we have been able to have services in church, the restrictions on singing 
has thrust the beautiful organ playing of Paul to the forefront. He is no longer 
the “backing group” to our singing. Seriously though we have thoroughly 
enjoyed his playing as we sit and reflect during the service or the special pieces 
he plays at the end before we have to leave in our socially distanced way. 
 
At the midnight service on Christmas Eve, Paul played carols we could sing or 
hum to ourselves and then the highlight for me was “In the Bleak Mid-Winter” 
played beautifully on the church piano by candlelight. 
 
Paul has also played for us from home during some of the Zoom services and 
put special pieces on the St Mary’s WhatsApp group to cheer us up on these 
dark days. 

                                      
               Paul playing Haydn on his piano at home for our WhatsApp group 
 
Paul started learning the violin at 8 years old, continued that to grade 8 at the 
age of 18 and as a teenager played in the Lea Valley Youth Orchestra (now the 
East Herts Youth Orchestra). He began the piano at the age of 10 and had a 
number of teachers, one of which was, in his late teens, David Boarder who 
plays the organ at St Andrew’s and sometimes St Mary’s. 



A BIG Thank You to our Organist Paul 
 
He started learning the organ at 13 on a kind of scholarship from the church in 
Waltham Cross where he grew up. He had lessons from the then organist of 
Waltham Abbey. He continued at university where he was tutored by Martin 
Souter, who is an international professional harpsichord player and organist. 
 
He was an organist at a number of churches in Hertfordshire before coming to 
St Mary’s in 2010. How lucky and grateful are we to have him! His favourite 
organ music is Bach and French composers such as Langlais, Vierne and Widor. 
On the piano he loves to play Bach, Mozart, Haydn and Beethoven. 
 
Paul now lives in Hertford with his wife Louise and two sons George and 
Thomas. Thank you once again Paul for the joy you bring to our church and 
community 
 
PS: last year we had a considerable amount of maintenance and tuning work done on 
the organ in St Mary’s to ensure we get the best out of it along with the renowned 
acoustics in our church 
 

                                                          ************************* 

 

 

                                       
 

                                    A view from the Choir Stalls 
 
It is some time since I helped out the editor by providing some material to fill his 
pages. That is simply because it is quite difficult to write something which people will 
be able to appreciate about a choir which is not singing. 
  
On those few occasions when we have been able to sing it has been an interesting 
experience. Singing spaced out is pretty difficult if you are not a professional or at 
least a pretty confident and experienced singer so we work on the principle that 
everyone is allowed to sing the tune all the time if they wish and those of us who feel  



                                                             
 
able will sing harmony when the mood takes us. I hope that works for the 
congregation, who do seem to appreciate some sort of music at one or two points in 
the service. 
 
When we have been having services in church, we seem to be stuck on two hymns for 
each service, because that fits the sort of service we are doing. I have to say that even 
this simple spaced out singing is doing people's confidence a lot of good. I was a bit 
perturbed when a member said to me that she was not certain what I was singing. I 
had not been aware that I had got so feeble! 
 
Our other problem is making sure that whoever is taking the service is aware of when 
the hymns occur and remembers to announce them. But then I once drove right 
across the country and back one weekend to help out for a parish church doing a 
particularly grand anthem needing basses who were prepared to sing exposed 
sections, which they did not have themselves, only for the clergyman to forget to 
announce it altogether, even with the Bishop of Gloucester sitting facing him. You 
might have thought that with that and extra singers filling the back choir stalls 
something might have dawned on him but there you are. 
 
We do miss singing regularly and fully at services. There does not seem to be much 
idea when we shall be able to go back to full services. It may be quite a long time yet 
and, unlike sport, there is no real campaign to get singing of any sort started again. 
Although there is some research going on into the extent to which singing actually 
spreads the virus and especially the difference between amateurs like us and 
professional opera singers, which is fairly considerable. Having stood in front of four 
young opera soloists when they joined the choir at Hannah Dobra's wedding, I can tell 
you that it is a completely different world. 
 
I would like to congratulate our singers and the enthusiasm they have managed to 
maintain during the long periods when we cannot sing and on the flexibility they have 
shown. Each service is unrehearsed and from our point of view an exercise in being 
ready for anything. Sadly we have also lost one of our most stalwart members. 
However, we shall be back as soon as we are allowed. We hope you are looking 
forward to it as well. 
 
John Roberts – Choirmaster at St Mary’s 

               



                          Christmas in Hertingfordbury 
 
The wonderful community spirit that has grown in the village throughout the 
pandemic was very much evident over Christmas. With so many people unable to be 
with their families it was decided to have a large village Christmas tree for the first 
time. We were grateful to David and his team, who whilst keeping socially distanced, 
did sterling work erecting the tree safely and putting on the lights.  Decorations were 
added by residents including some homemade ones put on the tree by children. 
 
 

       
 
 
Mick and Penny divided the area beside the tree into sections. Each was adopted by 
villagers who planted a variety of bulbs. We are going to have a wonderful surprise 
when Spring arrives and it is ablaze with colour! They have other ideas for the new 
village green which will ensure it becomes an attractive centre to the village. There 
will be a bench and this will be a welcome place for villagers to meet once life returns 
to normal. 
 
Thank you also to Jamie and Natasha for kindly putting together beautiful bunches of 
mistletoe. Sales raised £100 for St Mary’s Church 
 
Helen Bishop  
 

 
 
 



         Every Storm Runs Out of Rain – The Book  
 
As we went into the first lockdown in March, St Mary’s church joined with St 
Andrew’s in Hertford to publish a daily message of encouragement for the local 
community. A selection of these thoughts were published. The book was so well 
received that a reprint was required to meet demand. Thank you for your support. 
We know the book is being read in many places in the United Kingdom and numerous 
countries around the world. It continues to serve as a reminder of the courage and 
strength that people can demonstrate when facing a crisis. 
 
Copies are still available from Helen Bishop 01992 551946  thefobury@outlook.com 
 

 
 
 

                                                          
             

God, keep my anger from becoming meanness. 
Keep my sorrow from collapsing into self-pity. 

Keep my heart soft enough to keep from breaking. 
Keep my anger turned towards justice, not cruelty. 
Remind me that all of this, every bit of it, is for love. 

Keep me fiercely kind. 
Amen 

(Laura Jean Truman) 

 
 

mailto:thefobury@outlook.com


                                                  
                                                       

                                                    WhatsApp Groups  
 
If you would like to be part of the St Mary’s Church WhatsApp Group please contact 
David Gorton on 07544 702241 
 
Hertingfordbury Village WhatsApp Group started more as an information centre but 
in these restricted times has become much more of a sociable group. For more 
information please contact Jamie Shawyer       

 

                 Defibrillator        

Please note a BHF Defibrillator is housed in a cabinet mounted 
on the outside wall of the parish room (The Brace Room) 

                         at St Mary's Church, St Mary’s Lane, Hertingfordbury 
 
 

 

                                                

                             Future of Your Parish News - Reminder 
Again just a reminder that as we continue for the next few months with a 
predominantly digital magazine, we would appeal to anyone in the community who 
cannot access one and who would like a hard copy or knows of a neighbour that 
would like a hard copy, to contact us. We would then arrange to deliver a copy to 
their address. In this case please e mail me at kpjuniper@yahoo.co.uk 

 

We understand that this is a community magazine and are extremely grateful for your 

support and contributions.      Philip Juniper – Editor 



             

                                                 

 
www.hertingfordburystmary.org 

The new St Mary's website looks fantastic! Please take a look. Now includes 

• Recordings of the Sunday morning service Reading, Sermon & Prayers 

• Latest Parish News in digital format in full colour 

This website will now be a vital communication tool to be able to follow updates on 
the church and St Mary’s position as a result of the challenges we face with the 
Coronavirus outbreak. If you wish to contribute in any way please contact Rachel via 
e mail raich.carter@yahoo.co.uk 
                                                                                          

 

                                                      ******************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We bring people together through a shared curiosity for the arts. Normally we would meet 
on the last Thursday of the month to hear arts related lectures in a comfortable, friendly 
atmosphere at the Spotlight in Broxbourne.  We would meet for coffee at 10am, followed 
by the lecture at 10.30.  Visitors are very welcome. However due to Covid this is all on hold. 

 
Monthly lectures are being streamed by Zoom so at last we are 
communicating even if not in person. More updates to follow  

 
If you would like more information please go to our website       

www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk 
Registered Charity no 281752                          Member Society of The Arts Society 

 

 

 

mailto:raich.carter@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk/


 

 
 

   Headteacher’s Report 
 

First of all can I take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy New Year from 

everyone here at Hertingfordbury Cowper.  Although it’s not the start to the 

New Year that any of us would like, it is great to know that we can still be in 

touch and share our school news. 

Before the Christmas break, we had the most magical Nativity celebrations in 

school.  We had to be creative and think outside of the box as to how we could 

‘be together’ and share the Christmas story.  On the Tuesday before we 

finished, Ark Farm visited our school and they brought a selection of their 

animals – sheep, goats, a dog and the star of the show Declan the Donkey.  Our 

younger year groups spent the morning having workshops about the animals 

linked to their various Science topics.  Then in the afternoon, we came together 

in our socially distanced bubbles to have a ‘Living Nativity’.  With Declan the 

Donkey leading us, we journeyed around the school together to tell the 

Christmas story from the annunciation right through to the arrival of the three 

wise men.  The Year 6 children led us in readings from the Bible to retell the 

events; the Reception children made a range of scenes as we told the story; and 

we all joined in with the singing of Christmas carols.  We also had a socially 

distanced brass solo for ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ and flute quintet led us in 

‘Away in a Manger’.  Rev. Wendy and Tracy joined us too and helped us reflect 

on the meaning and importance of the Christmas story.   

 

It was a special afternoon and one that we will all remember. 

 



 

 

 

 

For January, we are exploring and reflecting on our next Christian 

value, ‘Joy’.  We have linked this to the Bible passage –  

 
 

 

 

 

‘May the God of hope fill you with all  

joy and peace as you trust in Him.’ 
 (Romans 15:13) 

 

 
 

 

The children have been challenged to think of what fills them with joy using the 

letters J-O-Y. 
 

We hope that you all stay safe and we look forward to having all of the children 

back in school together as soon as possible. 

 

 
 
                       St Mary’s in the Snow – January 2021 – by Barry Goodey 



                                         
                       B. Green Store - Your Village Shop 
 
Introducing ‘B. GREEN STORIES’  
 
We’re banishing the blues and leaving January well and truly behind us as we turn the 
page of an exciting new chapter. Unable to run our planned health walks, or breeze 
cycle rides etc due to covid restrictions, we’ve devised a new plan to help keep us 
social and engaged and our minds active! 
 
Starting the first week of February and hosted by local author Freya North, we are 
delighted to introduce the first of a series of `book chats’ via zoom. 
 
The first session will be held on Thursday 4th Feb at 11am and Friday 5th February at 
7.30pm. Please email hello@bgreenstore.co.uk   with B GREEN STORIES in the subject 
line and say whether you would like to join the morning or evening session to receive 
an invite to join. 
 
For the first session we’re going to be talking about our favourite childhood books, so 
if you feel comfortable to talk about yours, come and join in. It could be a picture 
book, a poetry book, a children’s classic, a Mr Men book - anything! If you don’t feel 
comfortable speaking you’re welcome to log in and just join us to listen and see what 
it’s all about. 
 
During lockdown the group will run weekly and be themed. For more information, 
times, dates & details of the themes, please email hello@bgreenstore.co.uk 
 
We are grateful to Active East Herts for their continued support and to Freya for 
agreeing to host the sessions. 
 
Victoria & Carly 
 

 
 



               

 
Chairman – Paul Rochford 
Vice Chairman – Haidy Blake 
Councillors – Magda Atkins, Lizzer Bradbury, Jim Coppard, Niki Gordon, Roger Morris, 
Gary O’Leary, Ruth McDonald 
 
Member of Parliament – Oliver Heald 
County Councillor – Ken Crofton 
District Councillor – Linda Haysey 
 
Clerk: Tom Brindley CILCA, Clerk to Hertingfordbury Parish Council 
191 High Street, Codicote SG4 8UD 
07956 381764 / 01438 829098          parishclerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk 
 

For all the latest information regarding the Parish Council, who we are, when we 
meet, latest planning applications and much more, please go to: 
https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk  

 

To report an issue with fly tipping, highway fault, overflowing rubbish, street lighting  
etc, please call East Herts District Council directly on 01279 655261  
or go to https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/faultreporting/ 
 
Fix My Street app: Is a very handy application which can be downloaded on your 
mobile to enable reporting faults whilst on the go! 
 

VACANCY 
 

Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 
 

Applications are invited for the role of Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
to Hertingfordbury Parish Council. 

The successful applicant will be responsible for the day-to-day management of the 
Council’s business and will also be the Responsible Financial Officer. You will need to 
be enthusiastic and flexible with excellent administrative, inter-personal, accounting 
and IT skills. 

 
 

https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk/
http://www.fixmystreet.com/
https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk/


 

The post is 30 hours per month and involves working from home and storing relevant 
Council records.  The successful applicant will be expected to prepare for and attend 
meetings of the Parish Council which typically take place on the second Wednesday 
evening of each month, as well as the occasional ad-hoc daytime/evening meeting 
where the Council would require the Clerk to attend. 

An hourly rate in accordance with nationally agreed conditions is payable and will 
depend on ability and experience. A detailed job description is available. 

Applications should be emailed on clerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk 

Closing date is 28 February 2021. 

 
                                       **************************** 

 

Cole Green Way  

Communication from Andrew Taylor, Countryside & Right of Way, Herts CC 

“Recycled crushed concrete resurfacing and drainage improvement works on the Cole 
Green Way started on Monday 11th January, and are expected to take around five 
weeks. I apologise for the lack of notice, but it will now be necessary to close the 
route in sections during the works. This phased closure will enable local people to 
enjoy parts of the facility whilst the work is undertaken. The route will initially be 
closed between the A414 and the former Cole Green station, and after two to three 
weeks the closure will move to between the station and East End Green. All footpaths 
crossing the Cole Green Way will remain open. To reduce the overall duration of 
works, they will take place from Monday to Saturday each week, and the Cole Green 
Way will be open on Sundays. The car park at the former Cole Green station will 
remain closed throughout the works”.  

UPDATE 22nd January – All work has been suspended due to the severe weather and 
forecast. This will avoid causing further damage to the route and minimise the total 
period of closure. The section between Hertford and Hertingfordbury, planned to 
start mid- February, will now be delayed until March at the earliest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:clerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk
https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk/


                                   Sign of the times 

Given that the small village community of Hertingfordbury has been around since at 
least the days of the Doomsday book (1086) and as almost 1000 years have passed, 
the local village residents associated thought that it was now time to erect a beautiful 
‘Hertingfordbury’ sign in the heart of the village. 

The sign will serve both as a marker of the village centre and a reminder that the 
village community came together to support each other and support the formation of 
the new village triangle project by the White Horse in the Covid-19 era. 

Due to the high cost of a manufactured sign the village will be undertaking a D.I.Y 
exercise to carry out and complete the project by those who live here. This will 
involve a local artist to undertake the artwork and the skills and efforts of other 
villagers to build and erect the sign. This will also require local fundraising to 
supplement any grants received for the project. 

The sketches below illustrate the initial concept ideas for both the landscaping of the 
triangle and the sign itself which will sit within the landscaped area. 

 

                  

In the near future a flyer will be circulated to all villagers to gauge opinions on the 
graphic content of the sign. Please look out for it. 

If there are any local artists interested in submitting a fee proposal for carrying out 
the painting of the artwork please contact Mick Barratt in the first 
instance.     michael-barratt@sky.com 

    



                       

A Creative and Magical Christmas at St Joseph's In The Park 

The Headmaster and teachers at St Joseph's In The Park adapted the Christmas 
celebrations so that children and parents could still enjoy the festive season despite 
Covid restrictions. 

Parents and Grandparents at St Joseph's In the Park were still able to watch their 
children perform the traditional Christmas nativity. They joined the pre-school 
performance via Zoom in the classroom and the infant parents could watch their 
children on stage from the comfort and safety of home. The little ones could see their 
parents and grandparents join them on the screen in the classroom and occasionally 
couldn't resist a little wave mid performance. Each nativity was also filmed for the 
parents to download. 

The traditional carol service moved outdoors from the usual St Mary’s parish church 
to a magical 'Carols by Candlelight' service in the school's woodland forest school 
setting, all lit by tea lights. 

Children and staff also took part in a charity fundraising Christmas jumper day and 
raised over £1,250 for Save The Children. GSK have kindly matched this sum and 
made the total over £2,500. The school also donated new toys and presents for the 
Salvation Army's Christmas appeal which were delivered to the Salvation Army 
church in Welwyn Garden City and will be distributed to children who might not 
otherwise receive a Christmas gift. 

The Headmaster Douglas Brown said that he was pleased that the teachers had been 
able to adapt the Christmas celebrations so that children and parents could still enjoy 
the festive season despite the Covid restrictions. 

 
 

Parents Send Message of Thanks for Remote Lessons 

The Headmaster and teachers at St Joseph’s In The Park have been delighted to 
receive many messages of thanks from parents as remote learning returns in 
lockdown at the start of 2021. 



 

“Most of our children will not be on site, but this does not mean that education, 
teaching and learning stops. The school day continues online. We have a proven 
virtual learning platform and teachers continue to deliver class lessons, much as a 
normal school day runs, live via Zoom from home or school. They are committed to 
providing the best possible learning experience for the pupils with creative, 
innovative lessons and by sharing best practice,” comments Douglas Brown who has 
received emails from grateful parents. 

The school introduced a custom-tailored distance learning strategy in response to the 
first lockdown and is now using Google Classrooms as a learning platform for Years 1 
– 6 to ensure continuity of education and to deliver innovative and engaging lessons. 
This virtual learning experience essentially replicates real school online and children 
can follow a normal timetable with lessons delivered face to face using Zoom. 
Children all have a live Zoom maths and English lesson each day. They have regular 
assemblies which the Headmaster pre-records and they also join in a collective 
worship on google classrooms with videos recorded by Reverend Stewart or Tracy 
Plumpton from the St Mary’s Church team in Hertingfordbury. Reception children 
have a weekly booklet of varied tasks and are following their timetable with daily 
Zoom lessons and a mix of home learning tasks to help bring the valuable practical 
aspects of Early year teaching into their homes. They also enjoy a daily story time 
with their classmates. 

Each week a child from each class is nominated by their teacher to receive the 
Headmaster’s Award for outstanding work or for their positive attitude to online 
learning. Certificates are emailed home to the recipients each week. Music lessons 
continue virtually with peripatetic music teachers on a variety of instruments 
including piano, drums, guitar, brass, woodwind and violin. House competitions 
continue with the Headmaster’s ‘Lockdown Challenges’. Loyola, McAuley and Benet 
will try to win the John O’ Groats to Land’s End House challenge which encourages 
children to run, walk or ride their bike, record their distance and share with the class 
teacher. The whole school has 14 days to travel 874 miles from the top to the bottom 
of the United Kingdom. CrossFit and exercise sessions are enjoyed by all age groups. 

The school remains open to children of key workers and the Kindergarten and 
Nursery department remains open as normal with the dedicated catering team still 
working hard and cooking delicious meals each day. 

 

 



                         

1st Birch Green Brownies 
 

Well, we got our Silver Awards before Christmas – well done to Ruth, 

Annabelle, Millie and Lily.   All the Brownies got at least one badge as well 

as a special Christmas Commemorative one.   The Owls sent out Christmas 

bracelet kits as a Christmas Gift. 

 

We have started back again on Zoom and have 16 girls now and are working 

on a new theme.   Our aim is to get some Gold Awards before Easter when 

several of the older girls will be 11 and have to leave us. 

 

We have no plans to start meetings face to face until after Easter if the 

situation improves and Snowy Owl has had her vaccination! 

 

After Easter if we can start meeting, we hope to be able to welcome back 

some of our Brownies who cannot meet on Zoom and maybe take in some new 

ones from our Waiting List 
 

The Owls 
Contact www.girlguiding.orguk/interested  to register your daughter (or yourself as a 

volunteer) for the first time in Girlguiding 

 or for more information e mail birchgreenbrownies@aol.com  

  

                                                          
                                       Used Postage Stamps 
 
Thank you so much for your response to collecting used stamps this Christmas 
in aid of the Isabel Hospice. I will leave the tin/box at the back of the church so 
we can continue for the next few weeks. Again many thanks. Alma   

http://www.girlguiding.orguk/interested
mailto:birchgreenbrownies@aol.com
https://www.bloomberg.com/profile/company/0367262D:LN


              
    Census 2021 will provide a snapshot of modern society 
 

Households across Hertingfordbury and the Five Greens will soon be asked to take 

part in Census 2021. 

The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives us the most accurate estimate of 

all the people and households in England and Wales. It has been carried out every 

decade since 1801, with the exception of 1941. 

It will be the first run predominantly online, with households receiving a letter with a 

unique access code, allowing them to complete the questionnaire on their 

computers, phones or tablets. 

“A successful census will ensure everyone from local government to charities can put 

services and funding in the places where they are most needed,” Iain Bell, deputy 

national statistician at the Office for National Statistics, said.  

“This could mean things like doctors’ surgeries, schools and new transport routes. 

That’s why it is so important everyone takes part and we have made it easier for 

people to do so online on any device, with help and paper questionnaires for those 

that need them.” 

Census day will be on March 21, but households across the country will receive 

letters with online codes allowing them to take part from early March.  

The census will include questions about your sex, age, work, health, education, 

household size and ethnicity. And, for the first time, there will be a question asking 

people whether they have served in the armed forces, as well as voluntary questions 

for those aged 16 and over on sexual orientation and gender identity. 

Results will be available within 12 months, although personal records will be locked 

away for 100 years, kept safe for future generations.  

For more information, visit census.gov.uk. 

             
 

 

 



     Church Cleaners         
We really need people (men or women!) to join our church cleaning 

rota. 

It takes a couple of hours every few weeks. We want our beautiful 

church to always look its best 

If you can help please contact Virginia on 01992 583560 

 
 

 
 

          Churchyard Volunteers Needed      
Volunteers required for grass cutting 

Second Saturday of each month, anytime between 9 - 12 noon 
Reward is a picnic lunch and good company……… and a laugh! 

Please let David Gorton know if you are able to help 
 
 
 
 
                                            

        Volunteers needed to open/close St. Mary’s   

 
As part of St. Mary’s commitment to be ‘Here with you, Here for you’ we are 
pleased that we have been able to keep the church open during the day.  
However, to do so requires volunteers to open and close the building every day. 
As a village if we want the church to be open – and I think we do - we need 
some new volunteers. It is not an onerous task.  
Please give serious thought to joining the rota and speak to one of the 
Churchwardens.  Thank you for considering this 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                              
 

COURTYARD ARTS CENTRE HERTFORD 
 Gallery - Shop – Creative Classes for all – Outreach - Workshops                

                            

Whilst the gallery itself is closed people can still enjoy Courtyards website 
where we'll be adding new challenges and sharing the work our students, 
members and tutors are creating during this period. WWW.courtyardarts.org.uk 

 

 

 
 

http://www.courtyardarts.org.uk/


 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

                     
 

 

ROY FRITH 
Specialising in  

Vacuum Cleaner Repairs 
 

Free estimates - ALL MAKES 

Spares available for most makes 

Phone 01992 503991 - Or call in at 

13 Talbot Street, Hertford SG13 7BX 
 

 
 

 

Acorn Pest Control 
Over 20 years of experience in Pest Control 

LOCAL MAN 

MICHAEL JACKSON 
07710 494186 

Charges as council – quicker response! 

Herts Computer Services 
Call Iain on 07787 157 937 or email: 

iain@hertscomputerservices.com 

Home or small business IT support 
• PC health checks & virus removal  

• Broadband internet issues 

• Data recovery 

• Laptop repairs such as screen 

replacement 

• PC hardware repairs & installations 

• Wireless networking 

• Website &  internet address setup 

• Microsoft server installations & small 

business support 

 

Microsoft & Comptia Certified 

Microsoft Small Business Specialist 

     

 

Would you like to advertise?  

 
10 issues per year 

 

Digital and printed copies in 

Hertingfordbury & The Greens 

         

       Prices and sizes to suit you 

 

Contact Philip Juniper 
07767 312382 – 01992 558321 

kpjuniper@yahoo.co.uk 

        
          David Raymond 

 
Locksmith – General 

Maintenance 
 

01707 651617 / 07831 383057 
 

Local & Flexible 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

mailto:iain@hertscomputerservices.com


 

  
 

 
 

                                                                                     

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

John Spinks 

Painter & Decorator 
Over 40 yrs in the Trade 

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 

DULUX NETWORK MEMBER 

TEL: 01707 266118 
 

Jenny Junior Interiors 
Full Interior Design 

& Installation Service 
 

Kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms 

Doors, joinery, flooring, lighting 

Furniture and upholstery 

Designer fabrics and wallpaper 

Curtains, poles, blinds 
 

A friendly and professional service 

Consultation in your own home 
 

Tel: 01707 276 343 

Mob: 07947 711 597 
 

www.jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk 

jenny@jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk 

1 woolmers Park Mews, Letty 

|Green, Hertford, SG14 2TN 
 

DW Beaumont Electrical     

Fully qualified and insured NAPIT registered installer 
 

Happy to carry out all electrical work from changing lights to full rewires,  

garden lighting & CCTV. Inspections and full testing. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me for a free quotation 

Danny Beaumont – 07849 866424 – Dbelectrics90@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 

 

ELECTRICAL (NICEIC Reg) 
PLUMBING 
KITCHENS 

BATHROOMS 
 

Chris Tinworth 
 

01707 251302 
07973 561298 

http://www.jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk/
mailto:jenny@jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RRTrees 
INSURED & QUALIFIED ARBORIST  

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL WORK 

o Tree Surgery 
o Hedge Cutting 
o Stump Removal 
o Seasoned Logs 

Free quotation or enquiry?  
Contact Rowan Raymond-Tarplee        

07792 129669 or e mail 
rowan@rrtrees.co.uk 

 

Sarah Lamb Jewellery 
        01992 589218   07714660492 

 

Will rethread pearl and bead 

necklaces 

Commissions and other jewellery 

repairs                 

 

www.sarahlambjewellery.co.uk

 

 

DAVID E. SPEAR 
 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

References supplied 

 
 

Tel 01438 212038 or 

Mob 07747 622398 

HERTFORD OSTEOPATHS 
 

Back & Neck problems? 
Other troublesome aches & 

pains? 
BOA & GOsC Registered 

Friendly, Effective & Local 
 

Call Alastair on 07917 101851 
www.hertfordosteopaths.com 

 
 

 

 

POWELL FUNERAL SERVICE 
 

83 Railway Street, Hertford 01992 509611 
 

ALSO AT 

Watton Road                                                                               79 Burford Street 

Ware                                                                                                       Hoddesdon 

01920 463 260                                                                                     01992 470153 
 

COMPLETE FUNERAL, MEMORIAL & PRE-PAID SERVICE 
 

Manager Richard Salthouse 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1870 

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company 
 



 
 

 

 



 


