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  Little Gifts 
 
On a Saturday afternoon at the beginning of November, I found myself at the top of a 
ladder attaching a neon Father Christmas (astride a ‘Ho,ho,ho’ rocket) to the front of 
our house!  Given that I’m neither a fan of heights or Christmas tat, this was a selfless 
act of love to bring a smile to the faces of my Christmas-crazy wife and son. As if this 
wasn’t devotion enough, I even ordered a new ornament for the tree; Santa in a face 
mask! 
 

                     
 
This year, amid the gloom of a winter lockdown and rumours of a cancelled 
Christmas, many people are planning to compensate by making it a Yuletide to 
remember. Plans are afoot in many households to go BIG with the decorations, and 
splash out on food and gifts. Some local councils are even encouraging residents to 
put up their trees and decs early to inject a little sparkle into otherwise grey days.   
Although our culture has embraced Christmas BIG style, we haven’t quite caught on 
to the significance of the season that prepares us for the BIG day.  Advent, with its 
theme of light into darkness and its message of hope, is however I think the perfect 
antidote to any anticlimax; to any dread or disappointment we might be feeling 
especially in the run-up to this particular Christmas. 
 
Advent isn’t about anaesthetizing us against the cruel light of reality. Rather, it’s 
about waking up to the wonder of life as it is. Advent is an invitation to slow down, to 



quieten the noise and distraction; to look for the small blessings that are already here 
and now. Advent makes room for the sadness and the disappointment and offers the 
promise of a Light that can never go out.  Advent speaks of a steadfast hope that, 
whatever happens, we are not and can never be alone. Advent teaches us that hope 
has a human face.  
 
That first Christmas, Christians believe that God entered human life and history to 
bring a comfort and a joy that can never expire. And he chose to come in the smallest, 
most vulnerable and least ostentatious way possible.  
 
Every Christmas Eve, a friend of ours quietly delivers anonymous little gifts to the 
people who often go un-thanked; the supermarket checkout cashier, the railway 
station assistant… It’s a beautiful and angelic act.  
 
This Christmas will undeniably be different for us all. That shouldn’t however prevent 
us from being angels that bless others. As we walk through this Advent, as well as 
counting down days with chocolate calendars, perhaps we could each day do one 
kind little thing secretly to bring comfort and joy and a BIG smile to the face of friend 
and stranger.   
And may we each know that same comfort and joy.    
Alan 
 

                            
 
Wishing you joy, wonder and hope this Christmas. However different our celebrations 
this year, may we still feel those deep connections with those we love. May this be a 

healthy and meaningful celebration for you and your family. 
With love from everyone at St Mary’s 

 



Dates for the Diary 

 
17th January 2021 – We welcome Archdeacon Janet to our 9.15am St Mary’s Sunday 
Service 
 
27th January 2021 – The Hertford & District service for Christian Unity will now take 
place on this Wednesday, 7.30pm at All Saints  
 

 
 

 

                                                                     
 

7 – 24 December - NATIVITY 

At St Mary’s Come and see the Stable through the Brace Room window. 
 Just turn up. 

At St Andrew’s Come and see the life-size Nativity in the churchyard as it 
unfolds each week. Just turn up. 

 

 

 

 

    
 

Follow the Star 

Look out for our ‘Follow the Star’ Knitivity short film and our Advent Story 
Calendar on our website and Facebook  

 
 
 



           Zoom into Christmas         
 
At the time of writing we have no idea whether or not we will be allowed into church 
buildings to hold services over Christmas. We very much hope we can do that, but 
whatever happens we can worship together through the magic of Zoom. Full details 
of all services can be found on the website but here’s a bit more detail about the 
special services to be offered this Christmas season on Zoom. 

 
Sunday 29 November 7pm - Reflective service for Advent with readings and music 

 
Sunday 13 December 7pm - Blue Christmas Service for those who will find Christmas 

difficult or bittersweet. Readings, prayers, music and reflection 
 

Saturday 19 December 4pm - “Cheers & Carols” pour yourself a drink and sing along 
to your favourite carols and Christmas songs 

 
Sunday 20 December 7pm & Tuesday 22 December 7pm 

Readings and music for Christmas. We are hoping to hold a traditional carol service in 
church as well but this will be a little different. Why not enjoy both?  

 
Christmas Eve 4pm - An interactive version of our popular traditional Crib service for 

all the family. Wear a Christmas jumper, outfit or better a nativity costume. 
Remember to have a toy animal to place under your Christmas tree and a candle to 

light! Child friendly songs, stories and prayers it will last about 30 minutes 
 

Christmas Day 10.30am - Christmas service All Age Communion. We will celebrate 
together but this year we can do this in the comfort of your own home in your 

Christmas pyjamas 
 

Sunday 10 January 2021 4pm – a separate interactive Christingle service for all the 
family. Feel free to make your own Christingle or to pick up a pack from either church 

during daylight hours on Saturday 9th or Sunday 10. Money will be raised for The 
Children’s Society      

 
These services will take place even if we are back in church. If we are able to have 
services in church, all the details will be on the St Mary’s church website 
www.hertingfordburystmary.org, as well as communication by WhatsApp, e mail and 
Facebook. Please check for up-to-date information on when and how to attend. 

http://www.hertingfordburystmary.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoom_Video_Communications


                   Christmas is coming!         
 
During the period of Advent, Christians traditionally try to unravel the mystery of God 
coming to earth as a baby. This year we will be exploring just who and what Jesus 
was, and is, through our Thought for the Day. Each day’s Thought will consider one of 
the names of Jesus, given in the Bible.  
 
Then from Christmas Day for two weeks (Epiphany plus!) the ministry team will be 
revealing to you their favourite Christmas carols in a special edition of Thought for 
the Day. As usual the Thought for the Day will come out each morning via WhatsApp, 
email and in other formats too. If you would like to receive the Thought for the Day 
and don’t currently please get in touch with the church wardens.  
 
However, because we like to spoil you, there will also be a second offering this 
Advent. Each day from 1-24 December there will be an online Advent calendar with 
an image and simple text re-telling the Christmas story. While aimed at children, I 
suspect this will prove equally popular with those of us who are more mature! The 
photos, taken by Tracy Plumpton, are rather adorable. A sneak preview of a picture is 
given below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Advent Calendar will come to you 
automatically if you receive Thought for the Day. 

Please feel free to forward these, or any of our Thoughts, to anyone who might 
appreciate them. The Advent Calendar is also available as a PowerPoint with all 24 
days of pictures and text re-telling the story of the nativity. If you’d like the whole 
PowerPoint please email revwendy55@gmail.com. 
 
We look forward to journeying towards Christmas with you. 
 
Rev Wendy Sellers 

mailto:revwendy55@gmail.com


 

Sunday Services at St Mary’s 
Sung Eucharist 9.15am every Sunday 

Zoom Sunday Service at 10.30am (joining details from Robin Bishop) 
Evening Prayer: 4th Sunday of the month at 3.30pm (GMT) or 6.30pm (BST) 

All Age Service & Young Church – to be advised 
 

 
 

                                                    
 
                            St. Mary’s Churchyard Regulations – Christmas 
 
We are very conscious that this is a sensitive area – and we are most grateful for the 
care shown by many people tending graves and memorial plaques – but as 
Churchwardens we are required to ensure that the regulations laid down by the 
diocese relating to the churchyard are adhered to. The rules relating to churchyards 
are very stringent compared to those applying to local authority cemeteries. The full 
regulations are displayed on one of the noticeboards inside the South Door porch. 
We would therefore ask that you remember that the placing of the likes of Father 
Christmases, Reindeers, flashing lights and so on, on graves/plaques is not permitted. 
Similarly floral remembrances should consist of natural flowers. Also, please do not use 
glass vases or jars as they might be accidentally broken leading to difficulties when 
maintaining the churchyard.  
Whilst we should be reluctant to do so, we will, if necessary, remove items. We would 
always be happy to explain our reason for doing so. Please do speak with us if you 
would like advice about what is permitted. 
Tributes should be removed before 31 January. Thank you. 
 David & Robin 
 
 

                                              

                This publication was kindly printed by St Andrew’s church 



                                        
    

                                   Every Storm Runs Out of Rain – The Book  
 
As we went into lockdown in March the churches of St Andrew and St Mary 
combined forces to publish a daily message of encouragement for the local 
community. This book is a selection of those Thoughts for the Day.  This beautiful 
book is available now and makes an ideal Christmas present. The price is £5. 
 
If you did not preorder and would like a copy please contact Helen Bishop. 
thefobury@outlook.com     01992 551946                  
It is also available from B. Green Store at Birch Green. 

 
 

                                                                          
                                              Zoom Services 
Please contact the church office if you'd like to be added to our mailing list and receive 
the service or meeting invitation details: standrew.hertford@btinternet.com or contact 
Robin Bishop to be added to the St Mary’s distribution list 
 
Every Wednesday                                                     Every Sunday 
Eucharist 10.30am                                                    Sunday Service 10.30am 
Meditation & Mindfulness 8.00pm                        Compline 7.00pm 
 

Please note that a recording of the Reading, Sermon and Prayers from the Sunday 
morning service is now available on the St Mary’s website  

www.hertingfordburystmary.org 

mailto:thefobury@outlook.com
javascript:void(0);
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoom_Video_Communications


                               Remembrance at St Mary’s             

It was a difficult Remembrance Sunday this year as the second lockdown severely 

restricted what could be done and the service scheduled to be held in St Mary’s 

churchyard had to be cancelled. However, this year was also special as the Secret 

Society of Hertford Crafters (The Yarn Bombers), made available the poppies that had 

been used for the 2018 Remembrance in Hertford Castle. The 15,000 poppy net was 

cut into several sections and made available to churches in the Hertford area. 

St Mary’s proudly displayed ours over the west door entrance for a good two weeks 

and David Gorton also made a Tommy silhouette to enhance the memorial inside the 

church. David rang the bells at 11am and the wreaths were laid as we remembered 

them. Thank you to everyone who made this stunning tribute possible 

(Please see also The Hertingfordbury Cowper school article for their tribute) 

                          

                          



                                             
Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

 
The St Mary’s APCM was postponed in April due to Covid restrictions and eventually 
took place by Zoom in October. Here are the key extracts from Rev Alan’s report 
 
‘Strange’, ‘Difficult’, ‘Unprecedented’ - just a few of the words we’ve been using to 
describe these times we’ve been living through. Overnight in March of this year, the 
world changed, and since then we’ve been learning to navigate the restrictions, 
manage our disappointment, and live alongside this virus as we adapt to new ways of 
being a church.  
Although it’s been 18 months since our last APCM, the focus of this report will be 
primarily on our ministry and mission during Lockdown and in the days since. And 
because it’s clear that we will be living with this for the foreseeable future, we’ll 
explore a little of how we might creatively and imaginatively respond and move 
forward. 
Eight months ago, when suddenly our diaries emptied, our church doors were locked 
and all activity was put on hold, as a community our first priority was to stay 
connected, especially with the most vulnerable and isolated among us.  
Our pastoral team and others swung magnificently into action; making phone calls, 
delivering prescriptions, doing shopping, delivering meals, offering lifts to hospital 
appointments, etc. It’s been incredibly humbling for me to witness the level of 
support then and now which continues to be offered, and I want to publicly pay 
tribute to the care offered by so many of you, in particular Kay and Helen, our 
Pastoral Assistants. I’m aware however that one or two folks may have fallen through 
the gaps, so please do let us know if that’s the case.         
Early on we decided to produce a daily Thought for The Day which I know became a 
lifeline for many of us, and over the months it’s created wonderful opportunities to 
showcase a wide range of new voices, including unusually one particularly articulate 
dog! 
Within two days of each other, and from two separate sources in the two different 
congregations, an idea was mooted to publish the first 6 months of TFTD’s in time for 
Christmas. Well I’m delighted and excited to say that the book ‘Every Storm Runs Out 
of Rain’ is now available. Proceeds will be shared between the two churches and a 
huge thank you go to the team of Forbes Mutch, Peter Risby, Helen Bishop and Nick 
Hoyle who made this happen.  

 



APCM Report 
 
Thank God (literally) for technology. 8 months ago, who even knew what Zoom was? I 
for one was technologically challenged and phobic, so I want to thank those who 
twisted my arm and got us Zooming. It’s been a learning curve to say the least, and at 
times a comedy of errors with its glitches, its random mute/unmuting, and 
underwater music! Despite the hiccups and its virtual nature, I think we’ve all felt an 
unexpected on-screen connection. Zoom has made it possible to feel together while 
apart. I think we’ve appreciated the visuals, the scope for new liturgy, the breakout 
rooms, the opportunity to worship from the comfort of our own armchairs. It’s also 
given us the opportunity for our two churches to worship together along with new 
friends and family from further afield, which in itself is priceless.  
Thank you to everyone then and now who continue to make Zoom worship possible, 
not least my wonderful co-hosts Jane, Nick and Kath. Thanks also go to Jane Eldred 
and Paul Attridge for valiantly persisting with leading our online hymn-singing despite 
Zoom’s protests. I for one enjoyed belting out the words knowing that no-one else 
could hear me, on those occasions when I remembered to mute myself. Moving 
forward, we plan to carry on with our Zoom services and to use this platform for 
other things including some of our Christmas programme and in the New Year a 
course on prayer probably, and an online Searching 4 Faith. A group of us have also 
been consulting with the church network HeartEdge with a view to how this and 
other online platforms can be used more effectively as we move forward.  
These past months have in the words of Charles Dickens been ‘the best of times and 
the worst of times.’ It’s caused many of us to re-evaluate what’s important, and to 
appreciate the joy of slowing down, of finding new rhythms and the value in small 
things. Equally many of us have found these times unsettling and fearful and lonely. 
There have been many disappointments, not least the closure of our church 
buildings; the cancellation of celebrations like weddings and baptisms and the added 
loneliness of the restrictions surrounding funerals. 
It was with great joy then that we eventually were able to reopen our church 
buildings first for private prayer and then later in July for public worship.  A huge 
thank you in particular goes to our church wardens and others who helped make the 
building safe, conducted risk assessments, and continue to oversee the ongoing 
running of our services. Personally, I felt moved to tears after so much time to 
physically be breaking bread together. As a congregation I know many of us feel a 
deep connection to that place – to this wonderful prayer-filled building of St Mary’s, 
and over the months we’ve welcomed back a good 80% I guess of our usual 
congregation, with only a few choosing to continue with Zoom.  It was an extra 
delight when just a few weeks ago our choir returned to lead us during communion. 
Our thanks to Paul and John for their leadership.  
 



APCM Report 
 
One of our biggest concerns over this period has been our ministry to our young 
families and it was wonderful to welcome some of our younger members back for 
Harvest festival with the return of our all age service earlier this month.  
Tracy Plumpton, the children and youth minister, and I have been recording Zoom 
assemblies (or Collective Worship) for three schools including Hertingfordbury 
Cowper and St Joseph in the Park. I’ve also started going in weekly again to lead 
worship for the Early Years at Hertingfordbury Cowper and Wendy is planning to do 
the same for St Joseph’s. We’ve both also really enjoyed leading outdoor Harvest 
celebrations for both schools. As we do each year we were once again able to 
contribute to the year 6 Bibles which they use throughout the school year. And Just 
today in fact I received a card signed by the class to say thank you.  Myself, and 
members of our congregation Ritchie Copues, Craig Petengell and more recently 
Becky Bradley continue to support the school as governors.  
Wendy as some of you will know has now been signed off by the Bishop and I’m 
delighted to say has agreed to stay on with us for a few years at least as Assistant 
Priest. We’re all so grateful for Wendy’s ministry among us; her energy, humour and 
warmth, her preaching, heart for mission and creative ideas have been an inspiration 
to work alongside and I’m sure you’ll join with me in thanking Wendy for all she has 
brought and will bring to the life of our parishes. Our prayers continue for Wendy’s 
ongoing health. 
I’m deeply grateful to the whole ministry team including Bill, Melanie, Geoff and 
more recently Forbes for all their support and to Philip, our magazine editor, as we 
continue to publish on line. 
Despite the ‘Christmas is cancelled’ headlines, we very much hope to be open for 
business if not quite ‘as usual’. Unfortunately, for obvious reasons this year we won’t 
be able to open our doors to the multitudes for our usual crib services, but we do 
have some imaginative alternatives up our sleeves, so watch this space.  
We look into an uncertain future. And yet, through it all, we have chosen to trust in 
the faithfulness of our God and to value in deeper ways this our family of faith. I want 
to end by thanking you all for the privilege of being your priest. On behalf of myself 
and my family, thank you for your love and support; thank you for your ongoing 
patience and your grace in bearing with my mistakes; for your prayers and 
encouragement and friendship that continue to lift me and sustain me.  
Thank you each and every one for all you bring to the life and worship of this church 
of St Mary.  
 
Alan 

 

 



                                                
                                                       

                                                    WhatsApp Groups  
 
If you would like to be part of the St Mary’s Church WhatsApp Group please contact 
David Gorton on 07544 702241 
 
Hertingfordbury Village WhatsApp Group started more as an information centre but 
in these restricted times has become much more of a sociable group. For more 
information please contact Jamie Shawyer       

 

                 Defibrillator        

Please note a BHF Defibrillator is housed in a cabinet mounted 
on the outside wall of the parish room (The Brace Room) 

                         at St Mary's Church, St Mary’s Lane, Hertingfordbury 
 
 

 

                                                

                             Future of Your Parish News - Reminder 
Again just a reminder that as we continue for the next few months with a 
predominantly digital magazine, we would appeal to anyone in the community who 
cannot access one and who would like a hard copy or knows of a neighbour that 
would like a hard copy, to contact us. We would then arrange to deliver a copy to 
their address. In this case please e mail me at kpjuniper@yahoo.co.uk 

 

We understand that this is a community magazine and are extremely grateful for your 

support and contributions.      Philip Juniper – Editor 



             

                                                 

 
www.hertingfordburystmary.org 

The new St Mary's website looks fantastic! Please take a look. Now includes 

• Recordings of the Sunday morning service Reading, Sermon & Prayers 

• Latest Parish News in digital format in full colour 

This website will now be a vital communication tool to be able to follow updates on 
the church and St Mary’s position as a result of the challenges we face with the 
Coronavirus outbreak. If you wish to contribute in any way please contact Rachel via 
e mail raich.carter@yahoo.co.uk 
                                                                                          

 

mailto:raich.carter@yahoo.co.uk


 

 
 

   Headteacher’s Report 
 

We are now over halfway through our first term back at Hertingfordbury 

since schools were able to reopen in September.  The children continue to 

be amazing and show such positive attitudes and engagement with their 

learning. For November, we are exploring and reflecting on our next 

Christian value, ‘Courage’.  We have linked this to the Bible passage –  
 

‘Be strong and courageous.  Do not be afraid; do not  

be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with  

you wherever you go. 
(Joshua 1:9) 

 

 

As a school, we took time to 

reflect on Remembrance Day.  

Rev. Alan came into school and 

led us in our thoughts and 

prayers.  A few Year 6 children 

read poems they had written as 

part of their English work and 

all children had been invited to 

decorate a poppy themed pebble 

which they each offered at the 

start of our service.  We were 

very proud of how respectfully 

the children observed the 

minute’s silence at 11am.  As we 

were unable to gather as a whole 

school at the War Memorial this 

year, members of our Year 6 Charity Committee joined Rev. Alan there for some 

further prayers and the laying of our school wreath. 

 
 

 



              
 
 

We are looking forward to starting our journey through Advent and will 

hopefully be able to share with you soon a few creative and fun ways we 

have been able to celebrate the Nativity at school. 
      
 
 

 
 
                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                              ************ 

September 2021 Reception Application 
The online applications process for September 2021 Reception places at 
Hertingfordbury Cowper C of E Primary School are now open until the 15th January 
2021. We welcome parents to book onto a virtual meeting with our headteacher. 
Please contact our school office for more information (01992 583239 or 
admin@hertingfordbury.herts.sch.uk) 

From all of the children and staff at Hertingfordbury Cowper, 

 we wish you a happy and holy Christmas with warmest wishes  

for the New Year! 
 



                                           
                       B. Green Store - Your Village Shop 
 
Due to popular demand, we’re now open 7 days a week and selling a selection of 
daily papers & the Hertfordshire Mercury. Please call in to the shop or email 
hello@bgreenstore.co.uk to place a regular order for your daily or weekend read! 
 
Our opening times. 
Monday 10am - 2pm * Tuesday - Saturday 10am-3pm * Sundays 10am-12pm 
 
We have an excellent selection of loose dried goods; cereals, grains, pulses, dried 
fruit, nuts & seeds - you can buy as little or as much as you need. Helping to reduce 
unnecessary waste and expenditure! 
 

                    
                                                    All your Christmas ingredients 

 
With Christmas just around the corner, we’re working hard to gather up some great 
gifts and a selection of seasonal produce., Christmas boxes and gift hampers will be 
available to pre-order soon. 
 
Please see our social media for daily deals, cakes & bakes and for soup of the day. 
We’re also serving jacket potatoes with various toppings to takeaway  
Instagram @bgreenstore -- Facebook @hellobgreenstore 
 
Anything you’d like to see on our shelves? Know any talented local suppliers that we 
should be showcasing? Get in touch! Hello@bgreestore.co.uk  



 



               

 
Chairman – Paul Rochford 
Vice Chairman – Haidy Blake 
Councillors – Magda Atkins, Lizzer Bradbury, Jim Coppard, Niki Gordon, Roger Morris, 
Gary O’Leary, Ruth McDonald 
 
Member of Parliament – Oliver Heald 
County Councillor – Ken Crofton 
District Councillor – Linda Haysey 
 
Clerk: Tom Brindley CILCA, Clerk to Hertingfordbury Parish Council 
191 High Street, Codicote SG4 8UD 
07956 381764 / 01438 829098          parishclerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk 
 

For all the latest information regarding the Parish Council, who we are, when we 
meet, latest planning applications and much more, please go to: 
https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk  

 

To report an issue with fly tipping, highway fault, overflowing rubbish, street lighting  
etc, please call East Herts District Council directly on 01279 655261  
or go to https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/faultreporting/ 
 
Fix My Street app: Is a very handy application which can be downloaded on your 
mobile to enable reporting faults whilst on the go! 
 

News 

After much consideration we have removed the hedges along the main path in Birch 
Green.  The hedges, which were planted many decades ago, were extremely 
overgrown, full of brambles and other weeds and beyond the maintenance company 
to be able to do a good job in containing them. Some areas had completely died off 
and other areas were planted with pyracanthas which is not ideal along a path used 
by school children. As the hedge encroached on much of the path it made it very 
difficult to use especially during busy times. It was also highlighted by a resident that 
they were unable to use the path in their wheelchair.  Speaking with residents, the 
main concern voiced was the destruction of habitat for wildlife. We took this as the 
main consideration for choosing the replacement planting incorporating mixed 
hedging to maximise food and habitat for wildlife. There will also be 5 more trees  

https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk/
http://www.fixmystreet.com/
https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk/


 

added along the stretch where hedging has been removed. The trees chosen are 3 
Malus, 1 Crateagus and a Liquidambar. Thank you to all the residents who reached 
out to the parish council with their comments and opinions. 

We are replacing the noticeboards in the villages. Letty Green is already in place. The 
Parish News publication will also be trialling a perspex box on a few of the 
noticeboards for you to be able to pick-up the latest edition.   
 
The Greens Working Party has been busy working to clarify issues pertaining to 
correcting the mis-registration of land.  We would like to thank Nick Hunt for his 
contribution in time and effort working with the county archivist to clarify this 
matter.   
 
The parking situation seems to have improved since the school has introduced 
staggered drop-off/pick-up times. We will still be going ahead, as planned, to erect 
signage to remind people to not park on the grassed areas. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the residents who refrain from parking on the greens. 
 
There is currently a vacancy on the parish council.  If you are interested in knowing 
more, please contact the Clerk. 
 
We wish you all a very merry Christmas, good health and best wishes for 2021. 
 

 
 
 
                                       **************************** 
 
 

                                                            
                                          Used Postage Stamps 
Despite the difficult circumstances we would still like to collect used stamps this 
Christmas in aid of the Isabel Hospice. Thanks to you all for saving your stamps 
and we can organise collection when things are clearer and hopefully back at 
church. Many thanks. Alma   

https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk/
https://www.bloomberg.com/profile/company/0367262D:LN


                          

Reception’s Special Wedding Reception 
                                                                                    

 
The Reception Class of St Joseph’s In The Park held a splendid Pre-Wedding 
Reception for their teacher and Head of Early Years Miss Ruth O’Brien. 
 
Miss O’Brien had to re-arrange and downscale her wedding plans seven times 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic so this was a wonderful surprise.  She was even 
more delighted when her husband-to-be arrived to join in the celebrations. 
 
Ruth O’Brien has worked at the school in Hertingfordbury for three years, and 
eventually married Sam Jack of Bishop’s Stortford on Saturday 24th October.  
Sam is a medically retired veteran of the 33 EOD (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) 
Royal Engineers who suffered a serious head injury and lost his right eye after 
taking a ricocheted bullet to the head in 2009 in Afghanistan.  Sam was in the 
army for 3 years and spent two years rehabilitating.  He has done a lot for 
charity, particularly Help for Heroes who supported him on his long road to 
recovery.  
 

         
 

 



 
 
The children dressed in style and each brought a single flower to make up a 
bouquet for their teacher.  They enjoyed a feast, a game of Mr & Mrs, then 
watched Ruth and Sam cut a splendid cake and take to the dance floor for their 
first dance.  The children joined in with the dancing and even had a disco and 
some formal wedding photographs. They made cucumber sandwiches for 
afternoon tea and enjoyed balloon games to round off the day.  Headmaster 
Douglas Brown presented the couple with a card and gift from the school and 
wished them well for the upcoming wedding day which we hear went very well. 

 
                        ************************** 

 

 

                    



 



     Church Cleaners         
We really need people (men or women!) to join our church cleaning 

rota. 

It takes a couple of hours every few weeks. We want our beautiful 

church to always look its best 

If you can help please contact Virginia on 01992 583560 

 
 

 
 

          Churchyard Volunteers Needed      
Volunteers required for grass cutting 

Second Saturday of each month, anytime between 9 - 12 noon 
Reward is a picnic lunch and good company……… and a laugh! 

Please let David Gorton know if you are able to help 
 
 
 
 
                                            

        Volunteers needed to open/close St. Mary’s   

 
As part of St. Mary’s commitment to be ‘Here with you, Here for you’ we are 
pleased that we have been able to keep the church open during the day.  
However, to do so requires volunteers to open and close the building every day. 
As a village if we want the church to be open – and I think we do - we need 
some new volunteers. It is not an onerous task.  
Please give serious thought to joining the rota and speak to one of the 
Churchwardens.  Thank you for considering this 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROY FRITH 
Specialising in  

Vacuum Cleaner Repairs 
 

Free estimates - ALL MAKES 

Spares available for most makes 

Phone 01992 503991 - Or call in at 

13 Talbot Street, Hertford SG13 7BX 
 

 
 CT PROPERTY MAINTENANCE,  

SPECIALISTS IN BATHROOMS, 
KITCHENS, PLUMBING/HEATING, 

ELECTRICAL AND ALL ASPECTS OF 
HOME MAINTENANCE,  

NO JOB TO SMALL, 
PLEASE CALL CHRIS TINWORTH ON 

01707-251302/07973-
561298   www.ctpm.co.uk. 

 
 

 
 

Acorn Pest Control 
Over 20 years of experience in Pest Control 

LOCAL MAN 

MICHAEL JACKSON 
07710 494186 

Charges as council – quicker response! 

Herts Computer Services 
Call Iain on 07787 157 937 or email: 

iain@hertscomputerservices.com 

Home or small business IT support 
• PC health checks & virus removal  

• Broadband internet issues 

• Data recovery 

• Laptop repairs such as screen 

replacement 

• PC hardware repairs & installations 

• Wireless networking 

• Website &  internet address setup 

• Microsoft server installations & small 

business support 

 

Microsoft & Comptia Certified 

Microsoft Small Business Specialist 

 

 

Would you like to advertise?  

 
10 issues per year 

 

Digital and printed copies in 

Hertingfordbury & The Greens 

 

Prices and sizes to suit you 

 

Contact Philip Juniper 
07767 312382 – 01992 558321 

kpjuniper@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

David Raymond 
 

Locksmith – General 
Maintenance 

 
01707 651617 / 07831 383057 

 
Local & Flexible 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.ctpm.co.uk/
mailto:iain@hertscomputerservices.com


 

  
 

 
 

                                                                                     

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

John Spinks 

Painter & Decorator 
Over 40 yrs in the Trade 

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 

DULUX NETWORK MEMBER 

TEL: 01707 266118 
 

Jenny Junior Interiors 
Full Interior Design 

& Installation Service 
 

Kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms 

Doors, joinery, flooring, lighting 

Furniture and upholstery 

Designer fabrics and wallpaper 

Curtains, poles, blinds 
 

A friendly and professional service 

Consultation in your own home 
 

Tel: 01707 276 343 

Mob: 07947 711 597 
 

www.jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk 

jenny@jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk 

1 woolmers Park Mews, Letty 

|Green, Hertford, SG14 2TN 
 

DW Beaumont Electrical     

Fully qualified and insured NAPIT registered installer 
 

Happy to carry out all electrical work from changing lights to full rewires,  

garden lighting & CCTV. Inspections and full testing. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me for a free quotation 

Danny Beaumont – 07849 866424 – Dbelectrics90@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES 

 

Carpentry, tiling, general 

maintenance 

 
The best about – the cheapest around 

        What more could you ask for? 

 

CALL RAY on 01438 214178 

Mobile:   07837 487922 
 

http://www.jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk/
mailto:jenny@jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RRTrees 
INSURED & QUALIFIED ARBORIST  

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL WORK 

o Tree Surgery 
o Hedge Cutting 
o Stump Removal 
o Seasoned Logs 

Free quotation or enquiry?  
Contact Rowan Raymond-Tarplee        

07792 129669 or e mail 
rowan@rrtrees.co.uk 

 

Sarah Lamb Jewellery 
        01992 589218   07714660492 

 

Will rethread pearl and bead 

necklaces 

Commissions and other jewellery 

repairs                 

 

www.sarahlambjewellery.co.uk

 

 

DAVID E. SPEAR 
 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

References supplied 

 
 

Tel 01438 212038 or 

Mob 07747 622398 

HERTFORD OSTEOPATHS 
 

Back & Neck problems? 
Other troublesome aches & 

pains? 
BOA & GOsC Registered 

Friendly, Effective & Local 
 

Call Alastair on 07917 101851 
www.hertfordosteopaths.com 

 
 

 

 

POWELL FUNERAL SERVICE 
 

83 Railway Street, Hertford 01992 509611 
 

ALSO AT 

Watton Road                                                                               79 Burford Street 

Ware                                                                                                       Hoddesdon 

01920 463 260                                                                                     01992 470153 
 

COMPLETE FUNERAL, MEMORIAL & PRE-PAID SERVICE 
 

Manager Richard Salthouse 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1870 

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company 
 



 

 
 

 
We bring people together through a shared curiosity for the arts. Normally we would meet 
on the last Thursday of the month to hear arts related lectures in a comfortable, friendly 
atmosphere at the Spotlight in Broxbourne.  We would meet for coffee at 10am, followed 
by the lecture at 10.30.  Visitors are very welcome. However due to Covid this is all on hold. 

 
Lectures are being streamed by Zoom so at last we are communicating  

even if not in person. More updates to follow. 
 

If you would like more information please go to our website       
www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk 

Registered Charity no 281752                          Member Society of The Arts Society 
 

        
                __________________________________________________________                                    
  

                                        
 

 

                              
 

COURTYARD ARTS CENTRE HERTFORD 
 Gallery - Shop – Creative Classes for all – Outreach - Workshops                

                            

Whilst the gallery itself is closed people can still enjoy Courtyards website 
where we'll be adding new challenges and sharing the work our students, 
members and tutors are creating during this period. WWW.courtyardarts.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk/
http://www.courtyardarts.org.uk/


 
 

 

 



 


